
QUEEN ELIZABETH SPANISH ARMADA SPEECH ANALYSIS

This paper set out to analyze the speech by Queen Elizabeth so as to as they prepared to take up arms against the
Spanish Armada in 

Her unwavering trust is a reassurance to her people. The queen aims to convince the troops that their fight is
for a worthy cause and that their noble action of defending their country will not go unnoticed by the queen
and the people of England. Elizabeth had a private arrangement with Sir Francis Drake. Find out more about
the Speech by Elizabeth I Here. Learn More Queen Elizabeth I of England proved to be a powerful and
compelling orator in her speech to her troops as they prepared to take up arms against the Spanish Armada in 
Meanwhile, Britain's army prepared for battle on land, assuming that the "Invincible" Armada would be able
to land Philip's troops. It is this same values that she intends to impart onto the soldiers for it is on them that
the fate of England will lie. Advertising Looking for essay on history? The queen's speech during that visit has
gone down in history. I know I have the body of a weak and feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach
of a king, and of a king of England too, and think foul scorn that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe,
should dare to invade the borders of my realm: to which rather than any dishonour shall grow by me, I myself
will take up arms, I myself will be your general, judge, and rewarder of every one of your virtues in the field.
In fact, stubbornly believing that peace could be achieved without fighting, she did not attend sufficiently to
ready her navy, which, as a result, entered into battle somewhat unprepared. Bearing in mind that the Spanish
people were the leading Catholic power while England had embraced the Protestant sect, it is evident that the
two facets of the Christian religion were at loggerheads. Let tyrants fear. Whilst they are at war, her Lieutenant
General will act in her place and his commands will be hers. In the mean time, my lieutenant general shall be
in my stead, than whom never prince commanded a more noble or worthy subject; not doubting but by your
obedience to my general, by your concord in the camp, and your valour in the field, we shall shortly have a
famous victory over those enemies of my God, of my kingdom, and of my people. The light in which women
were viewed during this period in history can also be learnt from this speech. Personally angered and wanting
England for himself, decided in that the time was ripe for an invasion of England. I have always so behaved
myself that, under God, I have placed my chiefest strength and safeguard in the loyal hearts and good-will of
my subjects; and therefore I am come amongst you, as you see, at this time, not for my recreation and disport,
but being resolved, in the midst and heat of the battle, to live and die amongst you all; to lay down for my
God, and for my kingdom, and my people, my honour and my blood, even in the dust. It was well-known,
particularly at the beginning of her reign, how close Elizabeth and Dudley were. But I assure you, I do not
desire to live to distrust my faithful and loving people. She even promised to disavow any knowledge of his
actions were he to be caught. Europe was stunned that such a small island nation had successfully defended
itself against such a major aggressor. Armada Portrait of Queen Elizabeth I Using our collections for research
The collections at Royal Museums Greenwich offer a world-class resource for researching maritime history,
astronomy and time. She does not feel the need to control and regulate her subjects for fear of rebellion, she
gives them the power to defend and protect the homeland. And though you have had, and may have, many
mightier and wiser princes sitting in this seat, yet you never had, nor shall have, any that will love you better.
The speech suggests that there exists some religious animosity between the two warring nations. The Queen is
aware that she has asked a great deal of her troops already; these are tumultuous times with internal and
external instability and troops have been over-worked and sacrificed a great deal. Troops that valiantly fight
alongside her will be rewarded. She is as indignant at the prospect of a European invasion as any male
monarch would be and condemns this invasion believing it is the very fact that she is a woman that has
emboldened these foreign invaders. Let tyrants fear. In the mean time, my lieutenant general shall be in my
stead, than whom never prince commanded a more noble or worthy subject; not doubting but by your
obedience to my general, by your concord in the camp, and your valour in the field, we shall shortly have a
famous victory over these enemies of my God, of my kingdom, and of my people. She elevates her status
above the oppressing sexism of the times, she suggests that she is as capable of success as any shrewd,
hard-stomached king. Her people respect her for this and remain loyal to her. As a result, the ageing Robert
Dudley was put in charge of the land army at Tilbury, on the Thames, to the east of London in Essex. By
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making such a strong declaration, the queen aims to appeal to the patriotism of the soldiers. She gives them a
cause, and they rise to the occasion. However, the analysis provided in this paper demonstrates that religious
differences also played a part in the conflict between Spain and England.


