
CAUSES OF CONFLICT IN SRI LANKA

A thematic history of the causes of the ethnic conflict in Sri Lankan was set out in the Appendix to the report on Sri
Lanka by the World.

As well, the Tamils exhausted all other options and suffered over two decades of subordination before turning
to violent secession. Premadasa met a similar fate in  Forces of Sinhalese nationalism perpetuating notions of
eternal conflict with Tamils had been gathering strength since before independence. Then the
Sinhalese-dominated government whittled down one of the very pillars of Tamil self-worth by beginning to
hold Tamils back on university admissions and government jobs. India is attempting to repatriate the Tamil
refugees back to Sri Lanka; other governments, mostly European, which see influxes of thousands of Tamils
seeking political asylum, wish to do the same. The views and opinions expressed here are those of the CAS
team and do not necessarily represent those of the World Bank or the Government of Sri Lanka. Once the
envy of many developing countries for its educational and health care systems, the current crisis has reversed
these achievements and damaged much of the social fabric of this small Indian Ocean country. Sri Lanka is an
unfortunate example of this neglect. The legitimacy of the government, which has always been dominated by
Sinhalese politicians, became increasingly staked on the identity of the Sinhalese and their language and
sacred Buddhist religion. This also led the Tamil people to reject non-violence as a useful means to their
political goals: Tamils had become especially convinced that resorting to satyagraha was meaningless against
successive Sinhalese governments that did not respect fundamental civil liberties, displayed no qualms about
using violence to suppress peaceful protest, and were determined to create a Sinhalese ethnocracy. Thus, a
resettlement dilemma is taking shape which requires some historical background to fully comprehend. New
Yorker â€”. However, for discussion purposes it is necessary to separate these issues as clearly identifiable
themes that would emerge in any analysis of the Sri Lankan conflict. In real terms this meant that Tamil
speaking students had to score much higher than Sinhalese speaking students to gain admission to universities.
That the party's pursuit of Eelam was to be nonviolent was of little consequence to most Sinhalese. From
independence on, with political power resting solidly with the majority Sinhalese, nationalism for the newly
politically powerful majority became defined by "a return to Sinhala. Such a devolution of power has been
recognized at different times as a means to diffuse tensions between the two groups. The Sri Lankan Case The
literature regarding the Sri Lankan conflict has revolved around providing primordialist, constructivist, and
instrumentalist explanations to the growing hostilities. The irony here is that it is hard to pinpoint exactly what
the Sinhalese were rioting over, for it was the Tamil language that had just been suppressed by law. The initial
result of these demands was a compromise reached between the FP and the MEP known as the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact BC Pact , which saw the FP making large sacrifices in its demands in
order to work peacefully with the government. Three journalists have been killed since  Delhi: Konark, 12 [42]
Navaratnam, Vaithianathan ;op. Although poverty was widespread in all the island's ethnic communities, some
Muslims, Christians and Hindu Tamils had visible, highly placed economic and political positions in society.
An initial act of the independent Ceylonese government was to disfranchise these Tamils and then deny them
citizenship rights. Perera was a full-time staff member of the World Bank. This way, the majority group that
was being discriminated against would direct their grievances towards their ethnic counterparts instead of the
British colonizers. Citizens in these countries must insist that their governments have compassion for these
victims of ethnic conflict. Notes 1. The Sri Lankan government has focused on post-conflict reconstruction,
financed largely by China. It is essential that the government moves to give "a fair deal to the Tamils and
integrate them more effectively in the fabric of the nation. Since Sinhalese irrigation settlements in the North
Central and Eastern Provinces occurred under direct state sponsorship, it appeared to many Tamils as a
deliberate attempt of the Sinhalese-dominated state to marginalize them further by decreasing their numbers in
the area. This boosted the voting power of Sinhalese in rural districts. California:University ofCalifornia Press,
p. By placing language-based quotas on university entrance exams for several years in the s, Tamil-speaking
students were required to earn significantly higher scores on entrance exams compared to Sinhalese students.
However, by , Tamil youths had become extremely dissatisfied with the Sinhalese government and the Tamil
leadership alike. Historical chronicles compiled by Sinhalese Buddhist monks defined these wars as
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campaigns undertaken to protect Buddhism and the Sinhalese nation. Conclusions Demand for Secession In
conclusion, the demand for a separate state resulted from the realization that Tamil interests and security could
not be provided by Sri Lanka. Some historians claim these leaders simply rode on the coattails of their Indian
counterparts. This time, however, Indian peacekeeping forces stayed on Sri Lankan soil to ensure the promises
would not rescinded. Of the ethnic and religious groups, Tamil Hindus predominate in the Northern Province
and maintain a significant presence in the Eastern Province. They encouraged Tamils outside of their
constituencies to vote for Mrs. Therefore, the colonial circumstance laid the groundwork for the eventual
Sinhalese domination and cannot be ignored as one of the preconditions leading to the secessionist movement.


