
A LOOK INTO LA FONTAINES LIFE AND WRITINGS

Jean de La Fontaine (UK: /ËŒlÃ¦ fÉ’nËˆtÉ›n, -ËˆteÉªn/, US: /ËŒlÉ‘Ë• fÉ’nËˆteÉªn, lÉ™ -, ËŒl É‘Ë• foÊŠnËˆtÉ›n/, Even
in the earlier years of his marriage, La Fontaine seems to have been much in the patron of French writing was the
Superintendent Fouquet, to whom La Fontaine was Just at this time his affairs did not look promising.

They have not. For La Fontaine offered us a Utopia in which the tiny frequently outwit the great, the slow can
outrun the fast, the obscure readily prevail over the notorious. A diverse array of musical influences is mixed
and melded together to produce a sound that is characteristically, unmistakably theirs. Fifty Fables of La
Fontaine. The writer is represented in an ample cloak, sitting in contemplation on a gnarled tree on which a
vine with grapes is climbing. We have done bigger one off gigs and things but this is our first time going out
through the whole UK on our own. The Fables occasionally reflect contemporary political issues and
intellectual preoccupations. Life La Fontaine was born in the Champagne region into a bourgeois family.
Admission to the Academy and attendant struggles In he was, at more than sixty years of age, recognized as
one of the first men of letters of France. Furetire, a man of no small ability, bitterly assailed those whom he
considered to be his enemies, and among them La Fontaine, whose unlucky Contes made him peculiarly
vulnerable, his second collection of these tales having been the subject of a police condemnation. Perhaps the
most worthy reflection is one of the Vieux Colombier quartette, which recounts how Moliere, while Racine
and Boileau were exercising their wits upon le bonhomme or le bon titles by which La Fontaine was familiarly
known , remarked to a bystander, Nos beaux esprits ont beau faire, ils n'effaceront pas le bonhomme. He still
retained his rangership, and in we have something like a reprimand from Colbert suggesting that he should
look into some malpractices at Chateau Thierry. But, though La Fontaine recovered for the time, he was
broken by age and infirmity, and his new hosts had to nurse rather than to entertain him, which they did very
carefully and kindly. Teacher or nanny or mom or dad would quote the response of the industrious ant to the
spendthrift, hedonistic cricket who, fearful of a hungry autumn, comes begging for a loan: "You've sung the
summer away? Warm Complicity "The attribution of human traits to animal protagonists lets both the writer
and the reader off the hook," Dr. All that can be positively said against her is that she was a negligent
housewife and an inveterate novel reader; de la Fontaine himself was constantly away from home, was
certainly not strict in point of conjugal fidelity, and was so bad a man of business that his affairs became
involved in hopeless difficulty, and a financial separation of property separation de biens had to take place in 
Sweetser, Marie-Odile. We know that if we get the people to the shows it will be all good. Fables and other
short poetic forms had been practiced in the literary salons for a while by a number of noted writers, but not
with the style, wit, or power that La Fontaine displayed. Although actively writing, he only found approbation
with a second set of Fables books 7â€”11 in â€” His wife survived him nearly fifteen years. J'y allais I will go
there was La Fontaines answer. The obligation to memorize La Fontaine's poems, made all the more enticing
by Grandville's illustrations of woodland creatures in hilariously formal antique garb, never lay heavily on us.
So come see it. He did not begin to publish his first masterpieces -- the fables -- until the age of  Though he
was cherished by his friends and patrons, his candor and forthrightness were traits totally at odds with the
hypocritical fawning and cutthroat protocol of Versailles, which set the national tone. While finishing his
doctoral degree at Columbia University, Dr. The duties of his office, which were only occasional, were
compatible with this non-residence. The publication of the twelve books of La Fontaine's Fables extended
from to  Danner, Richard G. The next year saw a final book of Fables, a year before his death in Paris. La
Fontaine, he added, may never have told a lie in his life. That is why we are a band. In this first issue,
comprising what are now called the first six books, La Fontaine adhered to the path of his predecessors with
some closeness; but in the later collections he allowed himself far more liberty, and it is in these parts that his
genius is most fully manifested. He had already undergone the process of conversion during a severe illness
the year before. A Late Bloomer La Fontaine was a late bloomer. Its tones change swiftly, almost
imperceptibly: they are in turn ironical , impertinent, brusque , laconic , eloquent , compassionate, melancholy
, or reflective. His first serious work was a translation or adaptation of the Eunuchus of Terence  In his youth
he quit the study of theology to pursue and obtain a law degree. The anecdotes, no doubt apocryphal, include
stories that strain credulity, including on about meeting his son, and remarking, Ah, yes, I thought I had seen
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him somewhere! Had a peer's or teacher's praise gone to our heads? His vocabulary harmonizes widely
different elements: the archaic , the precious and the burlesque, the refined, the familiar and the rustic, the
language of professions and trades and the language of philosophy and mythology.


