
RULES FOR WRITING A MYSTERY NOVEL FOR DUMMIES

More than any other kind of genre writing, mystery writing tends to follow standard rules. It is because readers of
mysteries are looking for a.

Now you finish the picture. As for the culprit, your reader will feel cheated if the antagonist , or villain, enters
too late in the book to be thought of as a viable suspect. Wodehouse, what it boils down to is that if your
character does something wrong, sooner or later if he walks down a dark street, fate will slip out with a stuffed
eel-skin and get him. After all, the reader's trouble and expenditure of energy must be rewarded. The main
character is normally the person trying to solve the crime. Scatter your clues along the way. Let me repeat for
emphasis: Every one of your suspects is a liar. Crimes by housebreakers and bandits are the province of the
police departments â€” not of authors and brilliant amateur detectives. They serve to distract the reader and,
often, the detective too. The mystery writer Elmore Leonard, according to author and journalist William
Dietrich , advocated never describing weather in a first line. A detective novel should contain no long
descriptive passages, no literary dallying with side-issues, no subtly worked-out character analyses, no
"atmospheric" preoccupations. To solve a criminal problem in this latter fashion is like sending the reader on a
deliberate wild-goose chase, and then telling him, after he has failed, that you had the object of his search up
your sleeve all the time. This sense of the unexpected, and the idea that turmoil can erupt at any moment, will
keep your readers on their guard. Share this:. To end an odyssey of sleuthing with such an anti-climax is to
hoodwink the trusting and kind-hearted reader. No high-class, self-respecting murderer would want such odds.
It's false pretenses. This guest post is by Tony Lee Moral. Some of them wear disguises. The identity of the
killer, the cause for a disappearance or some other mystery explanation should not feel like a red herring itself.
Because we are perplexed by unexpected behaviour, use it to throw the reader and your characters off.
Chesterson, and E. Writing a mystery novel: 7 items your story needs Writing a mystery novel: 7 items your
story needs February 18, Writing a mystery novel is challenging. Surprise â€” this is an actual step in the
process. Once an author soars into the realm of fantasy, in the Jules Verne manner, he is outside the bounds of
detective fiction, cavorting in the uncharted reaches of adventure. In real life, people get run over with cars,
shot with pistols, and decapitated with ancient swords. If your murderer poisons the victim, make sure you
choose a real poison and know how it really works.


