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Jun 18, Thoughts on Jared Diamond's theory: Guns, Germs, and Steel conditions in which the country started had a
bigger, lasting affect; geography.

By that, I mean the situation is not hopeless, so I'm not a pessimist. From the point of view of this distinction,
history is coterminous with written sources, and prehistory with the lack of such sources. It's a question that all
of us ask and when we're teenagers its just obvious as you look around in your own country that different
peoples fared differently in history. Race can no more substitute for genuine historical understanding than can
geography. Q: Do you think that's a new thing? JD: The message of Guns, Germs and Steel, I think is
substantially correct in the outlines, but there are many details that we still have to understand How has a
relatively isolated continent like Oceania managed to advance technologically and build the relatively wealthy
nation of Australia and have other areas, such as Papua New Guinea, where technological advances are few
and wealth are much less? See Nock, , and Rothbard,  His idea that geography determines the wealth of a
civilization is explained in Guns, Germs and Steel Episode One. Why did wealth and power become
distributed as they now are, rather than in some other way? JD: When I set out to write Guns, Germs and Steel
I wasn't trying to prove anything, but I was trying to answer a question; the biggest question of history â€”
why history unfolded differently on the different continents over the last 13 thousand years and the usual
answer to this question is the answer that racists come up with; they say its because some people are superior
to other people. He laments that most professional historians "are no longer even asking the question" pg. Q:
Give me an idea of how long has this journey been and what does it now mean to you all those years later?
Nor is it the case that Eurasians were simply more clever than the residents of other continents at learning how
to domesticate the local flora and faunaâ€”despite the fact that they eventually came to occupy every
inhabitable continent, and despite all of the advances in technology and the increased understanding of
breeding techniques that have taken place in recent centuries, European colonists have domesticated no new
species of major agricultural importance in any of the lands they came to conquer. Lacking an understanding
of what real historical research consists of, Diamond winds up doing "scissors and paste" history. Because
Eurasia extends mostly from east to west, it provided a vast area of roughly similar climatic conditions over
which a multitude of societies could share agricultural innovations. That's exactly backwards, Guns, Germs
and Steel provides us with explanations of what happened in the past, and as in any area of knowledge or any
science, explanations give you power, they give you the power to change, they tell us what happened in the
past and why and we can use that knowledge to make different things happen in the future. Diamond has
reverted to the view of history held by 19th-century positivists, who believed that the historian is presented
with a collection of "historical facts," and that his job is to discover the "laws" or "historical forces" that
explain those facts. In attempting to explain why the Vikings did not successfully colonize the New World,
while the Spaniards and the Europeans who followed in their wake did, he writes, "Spain, unlike Norway, was
rich and populous enough to support exploration and subsidize colonies" pg. Q What evidence have you seen
that would support that? In New Guinea, on the other hand, societies were too sparse for epidemics to evolve,
making murder, accidents, and tribal warfare the primary causes of death. But he did complete his science
degree and landed in Papua New Guinea as a passionate thirty-something biologist studying bird evolution.
Then discuss the map using the following questions: Looking at the map, why do you think areas like North
America, Europe, and Asia have some much technological development and wealth while huge continents like
Africa have high rates of poverty and disease and remain relatively undeveloped? To learn what really
occurred in the past is to understand how we came to be where we are today. Diamond, I believe, has
discovered some very interesting "demi-regularities" in the human past. To answer the first of the above
questions, Diamond begins by noting that the pace of technological development in a society depends heavily
on its ability to create a food surplus. But where do such microbes come from? Find out more about the
shooting of the program in Behind The Scenes. His father, Louis Diamond , was a physician from Kishinev ,
and his mother, Flora Kaplan , a teacher, linguist, and concert pianist. Collapse [ edit ] Diamond's next book,
Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed , published in , examines a range of past societies in an
attempt to identify why they either collapsed or continued to thrive and considers what contemporary societies
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can learn from these historical examples. Diamond's work falls within the broad class of theories purporting to
detect universal historical laws, and are therefore subject to the same criticisms that Collingwood, Mises, and
Oakeshott directed against his intellectual predecessors. For example, here we are in Africa, Africa has had a
very distinctive history. Like Guns, Germs, and Steel, Collapse was translated into dozens of languages,
became an international best-seller, and was the basis of a television documentary produced by the National
Geographic Society. Is there anything in the book that can actually help Africa? When did this journey of
Guns, Germs, and Steel start and what does it mean to you now? Q: And you're proud of it? I will address the
subject of policy in the conclusion of this article. We talk about history, we talk about development, we talk
about competition between societies and the wealth of nations â€” here in Africa there are human faces on it.
While those differences constitute the most basic fact of world history, the reasons for them remain uncertain
and controversial. My own impression, from having divided my life between United States cities and New
Guinea villages, is that the so-called blessings of civilization are mixed. Q: What was the second thing that
you learnt on your journey? The species domesticated in the Andes never reached central Mexico, nor
visa-versa, because they were useless in the intervening tropics of Central America. When we talk about
history it can sound intellectual, but history is really the fates of individual people like me, and all like the
Africans that we have seen on this journey. That is, in mental ability New Guineans are probably genetically
superior to Westerners, and they surely are superior in escaping the devastating developmental disadvantages
under which most children in industrialized societies now grow up.


