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The witches with Macbeth in the Royal Shakespeare Company's . the film in a number of other roles, including Lady
Macbeth's attendants and.

Their presence communicates treason and impending doom. Witchcraft plays a major part in MacBeth's
actions and his weak character is easily manipulated. He calls upon Seyton his servant which is a clear hint for
Satan. In the time of Macbeth witches were not thought to be supernatural beings themselves, but supposedly
gained their powers by selling their souls to Satan. Much of the play deals with the struggle between light and
darkness. He asks the doctor how is wife is but is actually referring to himself as he is sick himself. The
witches' prophesies also affect Lady Macbeth, albeit indirectly when Macbeth writes his wife about seeing the
"weird sisters," as he calls them. They say that the apparitions tell the truth and then they begin to dance in an
attempt to cheer him up. His visit to the witches demonstrates his obsession in that he believes he has enemies
everywhere and has evidently placed himself under more suspicion at the banquet. Macbeth does not realise
what the witches have done to him. In contrast to today, when not many people believe in such things. The
third apparition is a crowned child, with a tree in his hand. This essay will analyze the dramatic function of the
witches in Act I of Macbeth. Shakespeare wrote the play between when attitudes were completely different to
the attitudes of society today, in particular, widespread belief in witchcraft. I am sure that Macbeth would not
be as hesitant if the idea to kill Duncan came from his head without the witches help. Macbeth builds up an
argument in his head to help him decide what to do using imagery, as he has strong opinions of right and
wrong. The evil which they manage to unearth from Macbeth spreads resulting in murder, betrayal and above
all the loss of humanity of two people who were once loyal to king and queen. They are so deeply entrenched
in both worlds that it is unclear whether they control fate, or whether they are merely its agents. They find the
witches appearance is vile. But it is clear that their intentions are there to disrupt the balance of good and evil.
They cursed animals with fatal wasting disease and could raise evil spirits by concocting a horrible brew with
nauseating ingredients. The weird sisters set Macbeth's fate into motion. Macduff is the hero of the play but
not a character who stands out as a hero. The witches although bad in nature help the greater good to succeed.
Therefore, at the end of the play the audience is forced to consider the extent to which the characters have
control over their own lives. He knows he can never be defeated until the forest moves and he believes that he
is secure. No doubt the witches and lady MacBeth influenced MacBeth in the course of action he took in his
rise to power, but ultimately he must bear the major responsibility for his fate. They used to be feared. The
witches may also be moral devices who are a test for the main character of the play to see how loyal he is. He
will only use his sword against Macbeth. Lee Jamieson has a M. However, when Macbeth is aside he rethinks
about the prophecies made by the witches and wanders if what they said is for good or bad because he thinks
that if they have told him good prophecies then they cannot be evil: this is because it was commonly thought
that truth cannot be told by the evil. They realise the trouble which they have caused by the display of the
apparitions. The play offers no easy answers. Throughout the play, the witches lurk like dark thoughts and
unconscious temptations to evil. Collectively, these traits give them an otherworldly cast. Thus, the witches'
influence on Lady Macbeth only increases their effect on Macbeth himselfâ€”and, by extension, the entire plot
of the play. This means that he asks for light not to see his dark and deep desires. Macbeth does not want to
kill Macduff as he has already killed part of his family. The witches are essential to the play Macbeth, and
without them the plot of the play might be totally different, Macbeth might not kill Duncan and so on.


