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Reformation, the religious revolution that took place in the Western church in the 16th The world of the late medieval
Roman Catholic Church from which the.

And the pope, at this point in , was Pope Leo X. In Scotland , John Knox , who spent time in Geneva and was
greatly influenced by John Calvin, led the establishment of Presbyterianism , which made possible the
eventual union of Scotland with England. Now an indulgence was a piece of paper that made it possible for
you to get to Heaven more quickly. Tetzel said, "as soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from
purgatory springs. And so we have the beginnings of the Protestant Reformation. No reformer was more adept
than Martin Luther at using the power of the press to spread his ideas. These two movements quickly agreed
on most issues, but some unresolved differences kept them separate. The theses debated and criticised the
Church and the papacy, but concentrated upon the selling of indulgences and doctrinal policies about
purgatory , particular judgment , and the authority of the pope. The result was a theocratic regime of enforced,
austere morality. Courtesy of the Kunstmuseum Winterthur, Switz. And so for most people, you wouldn't go
straight to Heaven. Beginning in , every parish was required to have a copy. Over the centuries there had been
many reform efforts within the Catholic Church, most notably a series of largely unsuccessful church councils.
Some of these, like the use of local language as the lithurgic language, were approved by the pope as early as
in the 9th century. A weakening of the old order was already under way in Northern Europe, as evidenced by
the emergence of thriving new cities and a determined middle class. Martin Luther precipitated the
Reformation with his critiques of both the practices and the theology of the Roman Catholic Church. Who
were some of the key figures of the Reformation? So tell us what you took pictures of. So the church really
infused everybody's life-- it was the vehicle to salvation. In parts of Germany, Switzerland and Austria, a
majority sympathized with the Radical Reformation despite intense persecution. And it was indulgences that
bought you time off from Purgatory. Luther's translation influenced the development of the current Standard
German. Reformers and their opponents made heavy use of inexpensive pamphlets as well as vernacular
Bibles using the relatively new printing press, so there was swift movement of both ideas and documents.
Calvin also stressed the doctrine of predestination and interpreted Holy Communion as a spiritual partaking of
the body and blood of Christ. Opponents of the ancient Trinitarian dogma made their appearance as well. The
Reformation spread to other European countries over the course of the 16th century. He sent a copy to his
bishop, who in turn forwarded the theses to Rome. Start Your Free Trial Today The Reformation movement
within Germany diversified almost immediately, and other reform impulses arose independently of Luther.
But in his case, he posted them, at least according to tradition, to the doors of the castle church in Wittenberg.
In spite of its political implications , the reorganization of the church permitted the beginning of religious
change in England, which included the preparation of a liturgy in English, the Book of Common Prayer. And
just for the average person in a small town, the church's spire would tower over the other buildings, the bells in
the tower would ring on the hour, the church would celebrate the saint's feast days-- what we call holidays,
that is, holy days-- and it was, in a sense, the church that marked the days of your life, and the major events in
your life, as well. Lucas Cranach the Elder â€” , the great painter patronised by the electors of Wittenberg, was
a close friend of Luther, and he illustrated Luther's theology for a popular audience. The problems began not
so much in the actual indulgences, but in the perception of the selling of indulgences. Common factors that
played a role during the Reformation and the Counter-Reformation included the rise of nationalism , simony ,
the appointment of Cardinal-nephews , and other corruption of the Roman Curia and other ecclesiastical
hierarchy, the impact of humanism , the new learning of the Renaissance , the epistemological shift between
the schola moderna and schola antiqua within scholasticism , and the Western Schism that eroded loyalty to
the Papacy. These papal documents were sold to penitents and promised them the remission of their sins.
There is some evidence of anticlericalism , but the church at large enjoyed loyalty as it had before.
Lutheranism would have some impact on the development of American history, but far more important were
the efforts of the reformers of the reform movement. The term Protestant was not initially applied to the
reformers, but later was used to describe all groups protesting Roman Catholic orthodoxy.


