
A DISCUSSION OF THE MANY SHORTCOMINGS OF THE ELECTORAL

COLLEGE

Sticking with the Electoral College system, but not yet plunging into the surprising too-little-discussed history of why the
list of ten problems and potential problems with the Electoral College system: costly to the ticket because so many of the
swing states have above-average portions of senior voters?.

How can something as large as a state be ignored? In , Jefferson ran again against Adams with Aaron Burr as
his running mate. It would be California, Texas, Florida. It allows individuals to vote for the candidates they
wish and then to have electorates cast ballots based on the voting trends of their region. It would take deadlock
to force action. A candidate who narrowly wins the tipping-point states will win the presidency, regardless of
the margin of victory in the rest of the country. Many critics, such as M. But the Electoral College also brings
the risk of anti-majority outcomes â€” in which the winner of the national popular vote loses the election â€”
for no high-minded reasons at all, as occurred in and  Despite winning the popular vote in six of the past seven
presidential elections, Democrats have held the presidency for only four of those terms, under Bill Clinton and
Barack Obama. You can then read their profiles to learn more about them, interview them on the phone or in
person and choose who to work with in the future. Here are some additional advantages and disadvantages of
the electoral college to consider. A first-term president who expects to have a tough reelection fight as they all
at least expect to but who wanted to establish diplomatic and trade relations with Cuba broken in would have
to consider the possibility that such a policy might cost him Florida and therefore a second term. An example
of present-day cause and result is described by John McLaughlin: "By losing many states overwhelmingly
while winning others narrowly, a candidate could win the electoral vote while losing the popular vote, thereby
triggering a constitutional crisis"  In that election, Thomas Jefferson tied with his own running mate Aaron
Burr. In modern times, supporters of the current Electoral College profess that this structure is stable and
highly unlikely to fail the people. And, because of winner-take-all, that one state also tipped the outcome of
the national election. When the Framers put that crazy structure, where the presidential election would be
thrown from the Electoral College into the House for a one-state one-vote choice of the next president, they
believed this would actually happen on a regular basis. This happened in , when Ralph Nader, running as the
Green Party nominee, finished third in the popular vote with just 2. George W. All four leading candidates in
the election were from the same party, the Democratic-Republicans. If direct election of the president would
give equal weight to all votes, then the Electoral College works to give outsize weight to a narrow group of
voters in a handful of states. Big states can dominate small ones under the system, and they have done so at
times. One was essentially an accident of state lines. Some political scientists consider the favorable outcomes
pure luck. The electoral college helps keep the two-party system strong. This system works"  The Electoral
College was actually a workaround meant to satisfy a divided Constitutional Convention at the cost of actual
functionality. The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. Burr was poised to
become president despite not actually standing for the office. In reality, the people are not voting for a
candidate; rather, a panel of representatives is being selected. Their party, the Democratic-Republicans, won a
majority of voters a scant 67, ballots out of a free white male population of roughly one million and a total
adult population of more than two million and electors. Why indirect? The only tie in Electoral College history
was in , a totally bizarre situation, in the days before formal tickets, and back in the days when several states
still did not even hold a popular vote in the presidential selection process. Works Cited Arrington, Theodore S.
Yet Louisiana only carries 10 electoral votes whereas Illinois is allowed 26 electoral votes. He is based in
Charlottesville, Va. Although a collapse has not occurred in the election system in over years, the possibility
of a reoccurrence is not minute.


