
PLANNING A PHD THESIS

The Doctoral College's Top Tips for Planning Your Thesis In the case of a full- time PhD, the maximum registration
period is four years from your initial date of.

Think about plagiarism. Use a house style. Read what great writers say about how to write before you start,
and take their advice to heart. There is no dark art to clear, concise work; it is mostly a result of editing, and
editing again. I recommend it to my own doctoral students. Thesis Format and Word Limits The rules for
formatting research degree theses are quite straightforward, but it is important that you get them right. But
there are some steps that you can take to increase your chances of success. For example, do not use both -ise
spellings and -ize spellings, stick to British spelling and be consistent when referring to organisations or
bodies. Using a database during your research can save a great deal of time in the writing-up process.
Anyhow, here are some recommendations click on the tweet to expand the entire thread. If you are too
involved with the text to be able to take a step back and do this, then ask a friend or colleague to read it with a
critical eye. Under each chapter heading define a series of sections Break these into sub-sections and keep
breaking these down until you are almost at the paragraph level You can now work methodically through this
set of short sections Check completed sections or chapters agree with your plan Generative writers prefer to
get ideas down on paper and then organise them afterwards. Planning writers tend to have a highly structured
approach to writing and if this is your approach you may find the following tips helpful. If you are quoting
from works, quote from them accurately and paraphrase where necessary for your argument. Consider your
opening paragraphs, entice your reader with your writing and above all be clear about your hypothesis and
your conclusion. It can also be a very useful guide to preferred spellings, use of italicisation and foreign
phrases. If you consult the New Oxford Dictionary for Writers and Editors, you will note the extraordinary
number of words with alternative spellings. If you stick to these simple rules, your writing will be clear and
jargon-free. Choose a chapter and just start typing Then you need to do some work to impose a structure
Summarise each paragraph as a bullet point Use this summary to gain an overview of the structure Re-order
the writing and strengthen the structure by adding sub-headings and revising what you have written to make
the argument clearer Reviewing your structure As your research and writing develop you will want to revise
and rework your structure. We would suggest that you are likely to have the following specific objectives - to
write: a thesis of an appropriate standard a thesis that is submitted on time a thesis that meets the University's
rules on word counts a thesis that meets the University's rules on formatting Having these more specific
objectives allows you to define them in a way that will allow you later to know whether you have achieved
them or not. This is a hypothetical Gantt chart for my doctoral student, covering about 15 months. If this
approach suits you try the following approach. Remember that your thesis is your chance to present your work
in the best possible light. Write your first draft, leave it and then come back to it with a critical eye. All
references in your thesis need to be cross-checked with the bibliography before submission. Managing your
bibliography from day one may seem obsessive but it will save you a great deal of time and stress by the end
of the PhD process. Take care when quoting from other sources. Try to review do this on a regular basis and
amend plans for future chapters as you become more aware of what the thesis must contain. Work on the text
as your PhD takes shape, remember that all writers need editing, and help yourself by using these basic tips to
make life easier. Look out for common errors such as dangling modifiers, subject-verb disagreement and
inconsistency.


