
RULES FOR TITLES IN ESSAYS

A general rule of thumb is that within the text of a paper, italicize the title of complete works but put quotation marks
around titles of parts within a complete work.

Titles of books that form a larger body of work may be put in quotation marks if the name of the book series is
italicized. In this case, you should certainly number all the sections and subsections, in the following manner
these passages are taken from John Wells's book Accents of English Wells : 6. You should also note that these
guidelines apply to titles that appear in a text and are surrounded by other words. Franklin, Harvard UP,  One
of the most popular comic films of the s was When Harry Met Sally. If a period is needed, we insert the period
before the ellipsis and set the punctuation roman: Bulwer, John. Include other punctuation only if it is part of
the title or subtitle. MGM,  It should not be italicized or placed in quotation marks , and it should not have a
full stop at the end. The first word should be capitalized in any case. In a work which is very short no more
than five or six pages , it is rarely necessary to divide the work into sections. An Account of an Investigation
But if a title contains a title ending in a question mark or exclamation point, we add a colon: Moby-Dick and
Absalom, Absalom! Be sure to follow whichever style is most appropriate and stick to it. Any punctuation or
italics which are required for independent reasons should be used normally; this includes a question mark at
the end if the title is a question. The parasites of the quaking aspen Populus tremuloides "Thou unnecessary
letter": the history of the letter Z in English The quotation marks in the last example are used because the first
phrase is a quotation from Shakespeare. General American 6. See if you can emphasize the titles in the
following sentences! The following book was published by Verso in London, so the serial comma is not
added: Buelens, Geert. Section headings are usually placed in boldface but in ordinary-sized type; they are not
centred but placed at the left-hand margin. The words that often get emphasized are names of ships or planes,
words used as themselves, foreign words, and titles of books, movies, songs, and other titled works. Get
Grammarly Italics and underlining are used today to emphasize titles of works such as books, poems, short
stories, and articles. MLA Handbook. Consistency is also very important for emphasis, which is why
businesses, institutions, and publications look to style guides. Titles of short works like poems, articles, short
stories, or chapters should be put in quotation marks. Back then, writers often made words stand out by
underlining them. But how do you incorporate such titles into your prose? When a question mark, exclamation
point, or dash separates a title and a subtitle on the title page, we leave the original mark: On the title page:
The East End. Exceptions for Emphasizing Titles The rules for emphasizing titles may seem straightforward,
but there are exceptions. What happens if you have more than one title, for instance? In such cases, we follow
some additional rules. Titles and Subtitles Section 1. Should you italicize it? More often, writers use
underlining, italics, bold text, and quotation marks to emphasize certain words. If the title is for a body of
work that stands alone, it should be in italics. Be the best writer in the office. We set the ellipsis and the
comma roman: Smith, Ann. In the second sentence, however, the title is not a question; rather, the sentence as
a whole is a question. When Harry Met Sally.


