
SCIENCE BUDDIES RESEARCH PAPER

How to write a science fair project research paper. Includes key areas for research and sample papers.

You do not want to work hard getting something written the perfect way, only to have your computer crash
and the information lost. If the information is a phrase, sentence, or paragraph, then you should also put it in
quotation marks. They also can help determine whether supplies will cost more than you can afford, or
whether what you plan to do might be dangerous or require approval from others. Each card contains the
source at the top, with key points listed or quoted underneath. The caption uses regular sentence capitalization.
Note: The author's teacher did not require source citations and required a different format for the bibliography.
Figuring out what kind of help is fair â€” and what type of help is not â€” can be tricky. The figures
themselves follow, one per page. Data gathering and recording. This is a roadmap of the questions you will
have to answer as you design, conduct and interpret your experiment. The question should be answerable,
using affordable materials and methods that are both safe and feasible. Finally, you may have to write a paper
that pulls together your findings. Parents and teachers also can evaluate whether the project you want to do can
be done in the time available. Instead, you should prepare: A research paper. Unless your teacher tells you
otherwise, tables and illustrations appear at the end of the paper. Its purpose is to document a source briefly,
clearly, and accurately. These might include taking a big test, getting the flu or having to leave town for a
family event. An abstract typically includes the purpose of the experiment, procedures used, results and
conclusion. If you did an engineering or programming project, did you state whether you met your design
criteria? Can you use a procedure for your science fair project that is similar to an experiment that has been
done before? The contents will vary, but should include a title, table of contents, hypothesis, background
research, materials, procedures, data analysis, conclusions and a bibliography. Instead, a good mentor will
help you find information that will inform your decisions on what to do and how to do it. Sources and notes
appear below the table, flush left. The long answer is that the research paper summarizes the theory behind
your experiment. A citation is just the name of the author and the date of the publication placed in parentheses
like this: Author, date. Science fair judges like to see that you understand why your experiment turns out the
way it does. If these reasons sound to you like the reasons we gave for doing background research, you're
right! These can include projects involving hazardous or potentially hazardous substances and devices, or live
animals including people. Repeated testing will ensure you have enough data to make valid conclusions.
Remember to do a spelling and grammar check in your word processor. You do library and Internet research
so that you can make a prediction of what will occur in your experiment, and then whether that prediction is
right or wrong, you will have the knowledge to understand what caused the behavior you observed. This is
your opportunity to thank anyone who helped you with your science fair project, from a single individual to a
company or government agency. Reference Citation Format. These notes will help you write a better
summary. The research paper is simply the "write-up" of that research. However, it is designed for display and
brevity. That page includes links to guides on writing an abstract and creating a display. For most science
fairs, there are complex and strict rules that govern what a board must and cannot include. Science Buddies
staff added references and reformatted the bibliography at a later date; consequently, the page and volume
references are fictitious for some of the sources. That means it must be organized and laid out in a way that
makes it easy to read â€” even by someone standing a short distance away. Build into your project some extra
time to accommodate unexpected problems. A typical organization might look like this: Your science fair
project question or topic Definitions of all important words, concepts, and equations that describe your
experiment The history of similar experiments Answers to your background research questions When and
How to Footnote or Reference Sources When you write your research paper you might want to copy words,
pictures, diagrams, or ideas from one of your sources.


