
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL FACTORS COLLAPSE OF COMMUNISM IN

USSR

factors that led to the collapse of the Soviet Union, including political policies, a number of internal and external factors
were certainly at play in the collapse.

This fact gives the lie to those who claim that the Stalinist regime was a logical extension of Bolshevism. As
long as the government controlled the press, dissent about the war in Afghanistan remained muted, but
glasnost opened the door to the vocalization of widespread war weariness. While perestroika initially appeared
to be a success, as Soviet firms took advantage of new freedoms and new investment opportunities, optimism
soon faded. It fell apart or collapsed. Free everything up and it would start to work. The only significant point
of military engagement with the Soviet Union was in Afghanistan. After the meeting Breznev went to his
waiting train. It was a base they were even prepared to abandon temporarily, if such an action would bring
greater victories elsewhere. The Soviet army , lionized for its role in World War II and a vital tool in the
repression of the Hungarian Revolution and Prague Spring , had waded into a quagmire in a region known as
the Graveyard of Empires. Facing a growing schism between Yeltsin and Gorbachev, the Bush administration
opted to work primarily with Gorbachev because they viewed him as the more reliable partner and because he
made numerous concessions that promoted U. They were very pleased and confident with this vast superiority
in tanks. On April 12 his troops began arresting and murdering Communist Party members and sympathisers.
We cannot explain these movements simply in terms of nationalistic identity. Leonid Breznev In there was a
power summit meeting near Vladivostok, U. Outside estimates of Soviet military spending ranged between 10
and 20 percent of GDP, and, even within the Soviet Union itself, it was difficult to produce an exact
accounting because the military budget involved a variety of government ministries, each with its own
competing interests. But as soon as we began to make really radical reforms, in foreign policy say, we
immediately came up against the resistance of the system, that is to say, the military-industrial complex, the
central core of the system. It reflected the need of the capitalist rulers to discredit the Keynesian model of state
intervention and welfare institutions that had developed during the long postwar capitalist boom and which
had become an obstacle to overcoming the long depression that began in the s. The increasingly tension-filled
relationship between the two men proved disastrous. The supposedly progressive system of socialism actually
was a replication of feudalism in that there was an absence of personal freedom of the common people and
also in that the core of structure was an elite oriented toward militarism. When Gorbachev ran for president in
, just five years after the collapse of the Soviet Union, he garnered less than one percent of the vote. There was
a dip to a 2. I doubt very much whether it can truthfully be said that the Communists are directing that heap.
The Emergency Committee's central aim was to ensure that the spoils of privatising state property would go
mainly to the central bureaucracy. Ultimately, in August , a group of these hardliners staged a coup to topple
Gorbachev. It was still that this country was governed and kept together, as a structure, as a government
structure, by the fear from Stalinist times. All the vital large enterprises, the railways, etc. The war ended in
defeat and humiliation for the Soviets, with great loss of life. This, of course, is not something new. On
September 21, he dissolved the Russian Supreme Soviet and claimed extraordinary executive powers. Marx
and Engels, for example, never advocated the expropriation of all private property by the proletarian
revolution. The President of Russia will soon have to confront that which is more dangerous than any elite
junta â€” unemployment, the immiseration of millions of people. It would work. The next day they were told
that Breznev had suffered a stroke. But whether the bureaucracy succeeded in taking political power out of the
hands of genuine representatives of the working class depended upon subjective factors â€” whether the latter
recognised and understood the danger in time, how skilful the revolutionaries were in conducting a political
fight that politically isolated tendencies favouring bureaucratism within the ruling revolutionary party. It was
only following their May provocation that the Soviet authorities voted to outlaw the Mensheviks. On the
contrary, it enabled the Soviet government to focus its resources on more critical areas. The destruction of the
Soviet Union itself was not foreordained, even after the loss of its satellites. The U.


