
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS DISSERTATION

The conclusion should give the reader a memorable takeaway from your research, showing what new insights your
thesis has contributed.

It can help to have someone ask you the viva question â€” give me the headlines about your research â€” and
stop you each time you start to drill down too far into the specifics. If you do this, you will be likely to be
marked down. This is where you bring the curtain down in a resoundingly compulsive and convincing way.
Check what the expectations are in your own department. Writing a conclusion requires you to have some
distance on the thesis. It is permissible to give your opinion in the conclusion but try to do so subtly and try
not to sound too pompous or authoritarian. It may fill you with joy, because it signals that you are almost
done. Be wary of this. If in doubt, check with the administrative staff dealing with submissions or with your
supervisor. In particular, you will get oriented with the overall goals of the conclusion chapter. This is
extremely valuable for yourself, the committee, and the general reader. Make recommendations You might
already have made recommendations for future research in the discussion, but the conclusion is a good place
to elaborate and look ahead, considering the implications of your findings for theory and practice. The results
indicate that potential donors are more receptive to images portraying a large social distance and a small
temporal distance. One common mistake made by students is to justify their research by stating that the topic
is interesting to them. A good recommendations section will link to previous conclusions, and since this
section was ultimately linked to your research aims and objectives, the recommendations section then
completes the package. This section will need to have several elements, including: A brief summary, just a
few paragraphs, of your key findings, related back to what you expected to see essential ; The conclusions
which you have drawn from your research essential ; Why your research is important for researchers and
practitioners essential ; Recommendations for future research strongly recommended, verging on essential ;
Recommendations for practitioners strongly recommended in management and business courses and some
other areas, so check with your supervisor whether this will be expected ; and A final paragraph rounding off
your dissertation or thesis. Among the differences you will notice are the following: As well as having an
overall conclusion to your dissertation or thesis, each chapter should also have a conclusion as well as an
introduction. It can help to make a set of powerpoint slides, one for each move in the conclusion. In writing
the background information, one to two pages is plenty. These tend to include things like a larger sample size,
different context, increased longitudinal time frame, etc. One key point to remember is that your research
focus must link to the background information that you have provided above. We have topic experts who will
probably have handled all the preceding chapters for you. For instance, you will still want to ensure that your
conclusion really does conclude, and does not just go off at a tangent to discuss something that is unrelated to
the thesis. Short Conclusion â€” This is actually an improvement to a long and rambling conclusion, which
wastes valuable time on the part of your audience. In a dissertation or thesis, there is likely to be a longer
section on the limitations of your research. Finally, you want to avoid having too many acronyms in your
abstract. What idea, question, call-to-action, etc. In general, you should use the following approach: Use an
approach where you would 1 proofread, 2 take notes, and 3 summarize every single chapter of your work. A
common mistake by students when addressing these questions is to again go into the analysis of the data
collection and findings. When you are writing the abstract, you must find the balance between too much
information and not enough. Is how I conducted my research evident? This is basically aimed at the academic
community.


