
MAYAN WRITING AND NUMBER SYSTEM

Of all the ancient American civilizations, the Maya developed one of the most advanced systems of writing and
numbers. They also used a complex system of.

One suggestion is that since the Maya lived in the tropics the sun was directly overhead twice every year. Let
us say a little about the Maya calendar before returning to their number systems, for the calendar was behind
the structure of the number system. The hieroglyphic writing of the Maya has not been completely deciphered,
however, and can still only be interpreted, rather than read. It contained 13 "months" of 20 days each, the
months being named after 13 gods while the twenty days were numbered from 0 to  At Palenque in Tabasco
they calculated that 81 lunar months lasted days. Of course astronomy and calendar calculations require
mathematics and indeed the Maya constructed a very sophisticated number system. He married Malinche, one
of these girls. Is it easier to just do it in base-ten? Many of the windows of the building are positioned to line
up with significant lines of sight such as that of the setting sun on the spring equinox of 21 March and also
certain lines of sight relating to the moon. Do not add in base-ten decimal until the very end when you check
your work. Hieroglyphic inscriptions were either carved in stone and wood on Maya monuments and
architecture, or painted on paper, plaster walls and pottery. He ordered all Mayan idols be destroyed and all
Mayan books be burned. Whenever we have four bars in a single place we will automatically convert that to a
dot in the next place up. The unit of the Maya writing system is the glyphic cartouche, which is equivalent to
the words and sentences of a modern language. The Mayans appear to have had no concept of a fraction but,
as we shall see below, they were still able to make remarkably accurate astronomical measurements. It is in
poor condition, and contains about half of a page table concerned with the movements of the planet Venus. In
order to understand how knowledge of the Mayan people has reached us we must consider another Spanish
character in this story, namely Diego de Landa. They discuss aspects of the flora, fauna, inhabitants and ruins,
and include customs, traditions and history. That dot represents 20 just the same as the other dots in that place.
Finally we should say a little about the Mayan advances in astronomy. The Grolier Codex is the most recently
discovered of the codices and was first exhibited publicly at the Grolier Club in New York in the early s.
However, due to the geographical disconnect, Mayan and Mesoamerican mathematics had absolutely no
influence on Old World European and Asian numbering systems and mathematics. Most of the Maya codices
were burned by the Spanish during the sixteenth century when they tried to convert the Maya to Christianity.
All the fires throughout their households would be put out and they would throw away all their clay utensils.
The second step is to convert that number to Mayan symbols. Yet the Mayan number system is certainly
capable of being used for the operations of multiplication and division as the authors of [ 15 ] demonstrate.
And the Cold War was absolutely nothing to do with it. Thompson's disagreements are sometimes said to have
held back advances in decipherment. If four or more bars result, four bars are removed and a dot is added to
the next higher row. Show Solution A sample solution is shown. It was an absolute timescale which was based
on a creation date and time was measured forward from this. The codices were made of fig-bark paper folded
like an accordion; their covers were of jaguar skin. Behind every symbol, formula and rule there is a human
face to be found, or at least sought. By putting several glyphs together the Maya wrote sentences and told
stories. He further improved his decipherment technique in his monograph "The Writing of the Maya Indians"
[22] and published translations of Maya manuscripts in his work "Maya Hieroglyphic Manuscripts". However,
the ongoing work of decoding the glyphs holds promise that many of the mysteries surrounding the Maya may
one day be solved. Put this dot into the bottom place of the empty set of boxes you just drew: Now look at the
bars in the bottom place. We are interested in the Classic Period of the Maya which spans the period AD to
AD, but this classic period was built on top of a civilisation which had lived in the region from about BC.
Presumably, this is because is roughly the number of days in a year. In some cases scholars understand the
meaning of a logographic sign but have not determined its readingâ€”i. An important aspect of their
cosmology was the search for major cycles, in which the position of several objects repeated. In the s,
Benjamin Whorf wrote a number of published and unpublished essays, proposing to identify phonetic
elements within the writing system.


