
A LIFE AND TIMES OF JOHN ASHCROFT

John Ashcroft's deeply held Pentecostal faith and view that it is role of government to 'legislate morality' come under
scrutiny now that he has.

Ashcroft in his Senate office at a. Ashcroft told me he had to stop the practice, because on most mornings he
now goes to the White House to give President Bush a status report on terrorism. Feingold said to me, "I
believe Ashcroft was told by the White House that the Patriot Act was causing significant political problems
for the President on his conservative, right flank. It really touched him in a more profound way than a more
secular person might have experienced. But those were sensitive days and emotionally charged issues and
periods of history; a man more confident and sure of his motives, beliefs, actions, and abilities might have
been more forgiving and less defensive. She called Comey to stop the uninvited visitors. He wasn't. But in
April of Ashcroft did it again: during a Washington news conference he praised the government's chief
witness in the Detroit case, whose testimony, he said, was of "substantial value" and a "critical tool for our war
on terrorism. I think that life is a matter of striking balances. For every crucifixion, a resurrection is waiting to
follow. I think they told Ashcroft, 'You have credibility in the country; you have to sell this thing. Ashcroft's
successor, Alberto Gonzales , removed the curtains in June  My wife and I run a small liquor store, and we
want you to have this gift because you saved our lives. After his first gubernatorial election, Karl Rove, now
known as an adviser to President Bush, advised his Missouri campaigns. Many of the programs AG Ashcroft
and President Bush put into play, I think took away some of our freedoms as Americans and opened the door
John Ashcroft served as attorney general of the United States from February to January  He has avoided taking
positions on culture-war issues that conservatives care about, such as abortion and school prayer, while
supporting the expansion of federal power in ways that they fear may be abused by Democratic Presidents in
the future. The day after the ruling, Ashcroft became critically ill with acute pancreatitis. In his campaign,
Ashcroft contrasted his rural-base against an urban-based opponent from St. He never claimed to be an expert
on anti-terrorism, but he tells us to come to him with ideas. I'm out of politics now, but I'm in a political
environment Comey called in help, asking Mueller, then the FBI director, and several top aides to meet him at
the hospital. He was the architect of the charitable-choice provision of the welfare overhaul bill, which
channeled increased government money to religious groups and congregations to help the needy. An army of
interest groups swung into action. But these tentative forays into the culture wars were notable exceptions to
his general moderation. The defeated candidate Mel Carnahan endorsed Rothman. Wilson said that should
Carnahan be elected, he wanted to appoint his widow, Jean Carnahan , to serve in her husband's place; Mrs.
Ashcroft told the crowd: ''A robed elite have taken the wall of separation designed to protect the church and
they have made it a wall of religious oppression. Then, in January of , after President Bush nominated him as
Attorney General, Ashcroft had testified in his own contentious confirmation hearingâ€”and won committee
approval by a margin of ten to eight. As a senator, Ashcroft, who is a life member of the National Rifle
Association, had opposed virtually all gun-control legislation, including the ban on the sale of assault
weapons.


