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There simply is no moral value in secular worldview as in the case of lesser beings. XI, chap. Some words of
caution are needed here though. What is the cut-flower thesis? I agree with this statement Compare and
contrast Theism and Naturalism in terms of moral accountability. Even if we grant that there were objective
moral values under naturalism or secularism, they would emerge to be irrelevant because there is no moral
accountability. Garnett, New York: Signet Classics, , bk. Well, indeed, it is not a bad ideal for a teacher,
parent, husband, wife, or anybody to look good to themselves as human beings. Glenn C. Basil Willey, a
religionist, calls for urgent action to re-unite religion and ethics. Believing generally that morality is based on
the Supernatural, religious ethicists maintain that religion is necessary for the continued survival of morality as
an integral part of human life. As morality is currently in a withering stage, its decline can be identified with
the exorbitant secularization of many things. As morality is currently in a withering stage, its decline can be
identified with the exorbitant secularization of many things. II, chap. The cut-flower thesis thus implies that
those who believe that morality is a valuable human institution, and those who wish to avoid moral disaster,
should therefore make every effort to preserve its connection with religion and the religious belief that forms
its roots. Graber calls this apologetic claim the cut-flowers thesis , pp. All these statements call attention to the
prediction of the cut-flowers thesis which, by way of summary, suggests that morality cannot survive without
religion. Related Interests. It just demonstrates that for there to be any real ground or reason for moral action,
one must admit a religious heritage. Nor does it say that the institution of morality cannot survive in the long
run if its ties to religion are cut. In supernaturalistic worldview, our moral lives do have a paramount
significance. The cut-flower thesis thus implies that those who believe that morality is a valuable human
institution, and those who wish to avoid moral disaster, should therefore make every effort to preserve its
connection with religion and the religious belief that forms its roots. All that is required to demonstrate this is
to try insulting, raping, or killing a relativist. Leo Tolstoy in made the following early statement of this thesis:
The attempts to found a morality apart from religion are like the attempts of children who, wishing to
transplant a flower that pleases them, pluck it from the roots that seem to them unpleasing and superfluous,
and stick it rootless into the ground. Support for this claim can be found both among those sympathetic to
religion and surprisingly enough, among those with little or no sympathy for religion. We know of situations
in which morality runs smack in the face of self-interest. V, chap. Why should acts of self-sacrifice and
compassion be undertaken on a secularist worldview? It softened the penalties exacted by Roman or barbarian
law, and vastly expanded the scope and organization of charity. And so, as we noted, what would secularists
say to someone who concludes he should just live for self-interest? Glenn C. At least four reasons are given
for this: 1 Unless ethics is rooted in the unchangeable nature of a morally perfect being God , there is no basis
for believing in moral absolutes. It just demonstrates that for there to be any real ground or reason for moral
action, one must admit a religious heritage. However, it does not make any real difference what kind of person
you are on the secularist worldviewâ€”for like animals in forests, our end is all the same, and you ultimately
do not contribute to the good of the universe or the ultimate betterment of moral value. It simply makes no
difference what kind of person you become. Thus, even non-theists can agree to the reasons proving that
supernaturalism provides a sound and better foundation for morality. Without religion there can be no real,
sincere morality, just as without roots there can be no real flower , pp.


