
AN ANALYSIS OF THE USE OF WOMEN IN THE STORY OF GAWAIN

However, the plot of this poem indicates that women had the ability to attain their needs In the passage used for this
paper, Gawain laments the mighty Biblical.

The men are outside, in vigorous, heroic, manly pursuit, training for what is really the purpose of
chivalryâ€”the defense of the land and the service of the Church. Gawain, in his confession and absolution,
goes through a similar shifting of power and blame. Remember: This is just a sample from a fellow student.
New York: Alfred A. We have seen that all these aspects do not support each other, that in fact, his courtesy
and his continence have been at war, the weaknesses of the pentangle has become apparent and he is forced to
look for another symbol. It supports the idea that he has been disloyal to Mary in accepting the 'false girdle. It
is the bodily passions that are mistrusted in Medieval Catholicism, for they weaken reason and will. He gives
up the symbol associated with the Virgin Mary and instead embraces the girdle which is associated with the
Lady. Hamilton points out that "When Gawain realizes that he cannot achieve perfection through chivalry, his
immediate reaction is to dispense with courtesy, that chivalric value of which he is the paragon in this poem" 
In contrast to reality at the time, women in the story are given great power: Mary, when properly worshiped,
gives Gawain his power, Lady Bertilak operates alone in the bedroom and singlehandedly taints the chevalier,
and Morgan the Fay instigates the entire plot, wielding enough power. Eventually Gawain succumbs to her
charms by accepting one of her gifts, a green girdle. For the bonds between men to remain strong, trafficking
with women, in the tradition of courtly love, must be banished. And nope, we don't source our examples from
our editing service! Author: Brandon Johnson. Hamilton, Ruth. The juxtaposition of the two women clearly
demonstrates this concept. The female characters are very openly sensual and honest about their wants and
desires Fries, Maureen. Although the stories are very different in their adventures and in their conflicts, key
elements and roles occur within both stories. Green points out the irony which this suggests "from a
comparison of the two arming scenes the prominent shield which serves to establish Gawain as Mary's Knight
in the first scene being replaced in the second by a secular travesty of the Sacra Cintola, its green colour
carrying the ironic implication of disloyalty in love " 7. We'll take a look right away. Women had no ways of
expressing their feelings directly in society, but instead expressed them through manipulation of their
husbands. We also see that in his bargaining with the Lady and her valuation of him, he has come to value
himself too highly, and in this way commits the sin of covetousness. This points out a serious conflict; in the
game of courtly love, a man is forced outside of the traditional male hierarchies, placed on equal footing with
a woman, and not subject to the feudal loyalty system. Finally, we know that the traditional Christian doctrine,
which the Gawain poet suggests as the answer, is itself being tested by the new social structure which did not
grow out of it, as feudalism did, and so does not fit so neatly. It is also possible that the bartering game, which
becomes the basis for the judgment, is his own invention since he does not attribute this to Morgan's agency.
Any subject. Guinevere and Morgan the Fay are opposite characters, one is the Queen of Camelot, yet has no
real influence and simply surrenders to the societal pressures of being a married woman; while the other is an
independent, powerful, magical woman who does not stand for chivalric ideals. However, the poet never
intends to present a world where women are powerful; rather, these women constitute a metaphor for other
anti-social forces and dangers outside the control of feudalism and chivalry which a medieval world genders
female because of a set of biblical and classical models which establish anything subversive as feminine.
Beauty, attractiveness, and grace almost completely exemplify the attributes of powerful women in both
present and past narratives. I would suggest that the women in the story are the Gawain poet's primary
instruments in this critique and reinforcement of Feudalism The books present a perspective which
nostalgically supports a dying social structure, that of the feudal economy Unwittingly, these books have also
shown how the feudal system, and the religious doctrines which support it, no longer fit comfortably with a
more complicated world where the standard basis for exchange and loyalties is being undermined. Because he
is so lost and shamed without her he looses his mind and runs into the woods in a crazed haze. Heng concurs
that there are "textual assumptions that we now recognize, with the unfair judgment of hindsight, as implicated
in a fantasy of textual closure and command,"  The men re-appropriate the power the women seemed to hold
in order to support the male social order. In many romances women tend to be the one being rescued or need
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to be defended because the female roll is normally depicted as weak and helpless, however in the case of Sir
Gawain and the Green Knight and in Yvain the Knight of the Lion female characters are not always the
damsel in distress. Interestingly, the women appear to wield great power. Lady Bertilak is clearly seen in the
Biblical role of the temptress, the Eve who led Adam astrayâ€”in Gawain, she represents the traditional female
archetypes of courtly love, disobedience, lust and death. However, upon his absolution he shifts the blame
from himself to women, becoming one more man unwittingly duped by women and led into sin.


