
JUSTICE IN PLATO

ABSTRACT: In his philosophy Plato gives a prominent place to the idea of justice. Plato was highly dissatisfied with the
prevailing degenerating conditions in.

They are set in command over the appetites which form the greater part of man's soul. The Republic of Plato.
Bhandari, Justice to the Greeks, was the spirit which animated men in the proper discharge of their duties. So
in a rational society ,the interest of the individual and the state are harmonized. Socrates claims that the best
rulers are reluctant to rule but do so out of necessity: they do not wish to be ruled by someone inferior a-c.
Plato does not attempt any such classification. Platonic social justice is, as witnessed above,aimed and creating
and perpetuating class hierarchy. A visible human is only appearance of the essence â€” soul. He also adopts
several measures in the just city, which were part of the Spartan constitution. So that, no one try to satisfy their
own ambitions, then justice becomes profitable for the society. London: Routledge 11New Fetter Lane , 
Unlike the timocracy, oligarchs are also unable to fight war, since they do not wish to arm the majority for fear
of their rising up against them fearing the majority even more than their enemies , nor do they seem to pay
mercenaries, since they are reluctant to spend money. On the analogy of the tripartite division of the soul,
society is stratified into three classes, the rulers, the auxiliary, and the artisans, each class having its own
specific virtue: the rulers wisdom, the auxiliary valour, and the artisans self-restraint and willing obedience.
The term justice arouse only after the teaching of Socrates and Plato. Obedience to laws was an essential
element in the Hellenic conception of liberty. Comparing Thrasymachus to a snake that Socrates had merely
charmed, Glaucon presents a challenge to Socrates. Plato says the tyrant is like a completely unjust man.
Subrata Mukherjee, Sushila Ramaswamy. The doctrine of Socrates makes all actions involuntary. Tacitus[ edit
] In antiquity, Plato's works were largely acclaimed, but a few commentators regarded them as too theoretical.
Islam[ edit ] Islamic philosophers were much more interested in Aristotle than Plato, but not having access to
Aristotle's Politics , Ibn Rushd Averroes produced instead a commentary on Plato's Republic. They want
freedom with no restraints, they want all and they want all for themselves. He argues that Plato has no interest
in what are commonly regarded as the problems of justice â€” the resolution of disputes between individuals
â€” because Plato has redefined justice as "keeping one's place". Socrates fails to show why having a balanced
soul will lead one to act justly or why psychic health amounts to justice. In the first scene Socrates, while
returning from a festive fare, is on the way intercepted and invited by Polymarcus for a dinner-discussion at
his place. In the following generation, once people start thinking money is what truly matters, they will no
longer value the hard work in which the Oligarches did to achieve their wealth. For Plato those who rule the
city, they should have temperance and master of oneself, they must avoid pleasure and ambition. Socrates'
definition of justice is never unconditionally stated, only versions of justice within each city are "found" and
evaluated in Books II through Book V. These are sacrificed for the common good and doing what is best
fitting to one's nature. Both have a kind of justice, but not the best kind. Platonic concept of justice is not
based on equality of humankind but just opposite of it. If philosopher rules the state that city becomes the just
city. According to him 'justice consists in speaking the truth and paying one's debt. The Athenian democracy
was on the verge of ruin and was ultimately responsible for Socrates death. We are not doing this, it is
injustice but in this case Plato looks for his own taste. Thus, one of the most pressing issues regarding the
Republic is whether Socrates defends justice successfully or not. Even just man becomes unjust in the society
after being just for a long time; it is because just man does not have equality from the society.


