
THE GILDED SIX BITS

"The Gilded Six-Bits" is a short story by Zora Neale Hurston, who is considered one of the pre-eminent writers of
20th-century African-American literature.

If you ask us, we'd describe the language as expressive, vibrant, and richâ€”and we're willing to bet that once
you read this story, you'll be on team Hurston, too. The front door stood open to the sunshine so that the floor
of the front room could finish drying after its weekly scouring. They eat good, too. Finally he goes to the
candy store and chats with the clerk. Like always, she pretends to be mad that he is throwing the money and
playfully chases him, then goes through his pockets to find a little present that he has bought her. She had not
seen the big tall man come stealing in the gate and creep up the walk grinning happily at the joyful mischief he
was about to commit. The foreman knocked off the crew and let the steam die down. The shapeless enemies of
humanity that live in the hours of Time had waylaid Joe. Missie May tells him that the baby will be a boy and
the spitting image of him. The Saturday romps, the stack of silver dollars, and the pockets full of gifts are
gone. There were no more Saturday romps. She bore off the chewing gum, the cake of sweet soap, the pocket
handkerchief as if she had wrested them from him, as if they had not been bought for the sake of this friendly
battle. One night around eleven the acid ran out at the G. He ran around the house with Missie May at his
heels. She sprang to refill it. Joe loved fried chicken and rice. Alone to herself, she looked at the thing with
loathing, but look she must. The next morning, Joe treats the day as if it was just an ordinary day and asks
Missie May why she is not eating breakfast. After returning home Joe tells Missie May that although he may
not have money like Slemmons, he'd rather be broke as long as he has her. Ah might not look lak one, but if
you burn me, you won't git a thing but wife ashes. He compares her to Lot's wife. Although Missie May had
not shown much interest in Slemmons, she was receptive to his advances when accompanied by promises of
money. He had come home to buy from her as if she were any woman in the longhouse. It would be nice for
her not to know that he was there until he slipped into his place in bed and hugged her back. Filled with
gratitude for the request, she goes to the trouble of fixing fresh chicken, rice, and biscuits for him. It was a
gilded half dollar. In so doing, he shows his forgiveness of her actions, reaffirms his love, and reasserts his
status as the one who can truly provide for her. Cans of corn and tomatoes. So why get up? You de one dat
pushes de needles round heah. Active Themes Related Quotes with Explanations Joe slips into the house in
hopes of surprising Missie May, but when he knocks something to the floor, he hears a gasp and loud
movements in the bedroom. Women don't do that. He has not let go of the power that his resentment affords
him. Some of the poetry was actually pretty good but poetry just isn't my thing. Never would she admit defeat
to that woman who prayed for it nightly. The clerk turned to the next customer. Patterson White, Sarah. Also,
people are seen as two faced, which can be seen by both Otis D.


