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In Barn Owl we witness a young child coming to knowledge in a terrible way through death, while in
Nightfall we see a middle age person come to the knowledge in a natural way, through thinking of the death of
her father. In the fourth verse, the reader is brought to the threshold between life and death, but not allowed to
cross it. However, she has no hope of success. We cannot step back and avoid it. Quoting Barry Oakley
'Pugnacious poet' The Australian 29 December about Gwen's final illness: "She goes to hospital for palliative
care but it was the loss of privacy that was more painful, and she went home again. Reading it is like
overhearing a private confession. The Violets - The poem represents the passing of time and a memory of
childhood - The violets are flowers with a fleeting beauty and just like youth, childhood and time they fade.
The parents are changing and becoming less physically substantial. She harbours the secret of life. Body, on
whom the claims of spirit fall to inspire and terrify, there flames at your least breath a fire of anguish, not for
this pain, but that scars will remain. These qualities are highlighted in the moral decision to let the frog live, in
contrast with mice. As a consequence the mother often feels trapped. However, the teaching of the poem â€”
soon to be disclosed â€” is that domain of purity and hope is always recoverable, by the imagination and the
memory. It is a poem of opposites, of contrasts, of growth and change, of discovering that acts have
consequences. Yet, we may retain its lovely moments in our adult memory. Father And Child - The owl is a
symbol of wisdom, an omen of death and a symbol of the feminine - Nature acts as a reminder of our
mortality, frailty and limitations - The purpose of the inertextuality in this poem: the integration of quotes and
ideas from King Lear is to give it a modernist aspect and establish the depth of emotion between father and
child. The adult-child becomes full of mixed emotions such as love, gratitude, regret and loss. The poem also
contains memories of a carefree time with her parents and the innocence of a child. Perhaps this is a real
operation The symbolism of the lamp poignantly reinforces the dim, but ever-present glow of memories.
There is no going back. She stands for the artist. In the second stanza a connection between Mozart and his
genius is made with the persona and her alter ego allusion. In her own mind, as she crosses the yard, she is
jingling-spurred and white-hatted, a wild west hero, on her way to the showdown, certain of victory. In this
regard, Harwood endorses the strength and determination of her women characters as they strive to overcome
the trials and tribulations associated with domestic and maternal duties. Sibilance, enjambment and evocative
diction encourage us to share her guilt and shameful insight, I saw. Yet in the midst of her despair in the
present, she finds the violets, struggling to emerge and survive: signs of new life and beauty rising from the
ashes. The death of the parents leads to an altered sense of identity. He embodies an old fashioned concept of
the European, aloof repository of arcane learning, with a difficult, unapproachable demeanour. A blown flame
is used for a metaphor for this love. Growing up and growing old are triggered by the cruel actions of an
uncomprehending child. Words are far worse than drugs; there is no hope of surfeit or remorse. Also, what
doesn't kill you will only make you stronger? Adopting a solicitous tone, she remembers the unforgettable
times. Light imagery is also used with alliterative emphasis to bring the past vividly to life. The heroic quest
for justice which she embarked on so confidently is now a cause for endless regret. The blank eyes shone once
into mine, and slept. The owl does not die neatly and without fuss, as it had in her imagination.


