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Immediately after the speech MSNBC host Chris Matthews towards Obama, was more critical of what he called a.

Hope in the face of difficulty! Asking whether the country wished to engage in a politics of cynicism or hope,
he stated that Kerry and Edwards called on the American people to hope, which he assured was not simply
"blind optimism". He was making the rounds of a brunch hosted by the Congressional Black Caucus held
aboard a docked cruise ship in Boston Harbor. I believe we can give our middle class relief and provide
working families with a road to opportunity. It's the hope of slaves sitting around a fire singing freedom songs.
In the perversity of this atmosphere, Democrats seem to be sensing a moment of bipartisan opportunity â€” a
kind of backdoor unity campaign that could bring mainstream Republicans into their camp. If there's a senior
citizen somewhere who can't pay for her prescription and has to choose between medicine and the rent, that
makes my life poorer, even if it's not my grandmother. Was he worried about the speech, the kind of spotlight
that had made political leaders including William Jennings Bryan, Mario Cuomo and Ann Richards national
figures? Stressing that it was too early to make any predictions, he noted that new political stars were not
normally created because of keynote addresses. These enemies must be found. John Kerry calls on us to hope.
During his turn on the podium, Dean indirectly referred to his time atop the polls last year, when he appeared
headed toward winning the nomination. But they sense, deep in their bones, that with just a change in
priorities, we can make sure that every child in America has a decent shot at life, and that the doors of
opportunity remain open to all. Tonight is a particular honor for me because, let's face it, my presence on this
stage is pretty unlikely. Obama figured this was a moment in time and that the fuss would subside soon
enough. In the end, that's what this election is about. There are patriots who opposed the war in Iraq and
patriots who supported it. She was born in a town on the other side of the world, in Kansas. For alongside our
famous individualism, there's another ingredient in the American saga. Wright had attended a lecture by Dr
Frederick G. Some feared Democrats could be labeled overly negative. He told me he'd joined the Marines
and was heading to Iraq the following week. Even then Obama was attracting attention; several members of
the audience gave him enthusiastic greetings as he left the scene to get in the van. By now, Obama's rise is
well known: the son of a Kenyan father and Kansas mother, raised in Indonesia and Hawaii, community
organizer, Harvard Law Review editor, author, law instructor, politician. So, you know, who knows what lines
I could slip in there And fellow Americans â€” Democrats, Republicans, Independents â€” I say to you
tonight: we have more work to do. I hope you keep your head on straight. The Obama campaign was unhappy
with the time slot and hoped to change it, as that night would not be covered by the major networks. His
values and his record affirm what is best in us. But my grandfather had larger dreams for his son. While still a
sitting state senator he entered the Illinois Senate race , which would end on the same day as the presidential
election. The audacity of hope! A keynoter like I have never heard. Obama had some good luck: The
multimillionaire, Blair Hull, had details of his ugly divorce come out during the campaign. John Kerry
believes in an America where hard work is rewarded. But I've got news for them, too. John Kerry understands
the ideals of community, faith, and sacrifice, because they've defined his life. A belief that there are better
days ahead. The senator was eager to voice his opposition anew before the delegates and a TV audience, but
the Kerry campaign has excised most anti-Bush rhetoric from this week's speeches in an effort to avoid
alienating moderate voters. And John Kerry believes that in a dangerous world, war must be an option, but it
should never be the first option.


