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There is heavy infantile mortality and high maternal mortality at reproductive age. Environment also adversely
affects human development. In India in the , and census all persons aged 5 years and above were taken as
literates. It is so because the absorption of resources of a country and people living in the country are closely
correlated according to the Malthus theory of Population. In the following decades, due to the partition of the
country, people came to reside in India. Gandhi said that poverty is the greatest pollutant. There are sudden
snowfalls. In a stagnant economy both birth rate and death rate are high and the next increase in population is
zero or very low during the early stage of economic growth. Illiterate people do not know the importance of
family planning. According to some studies conducted in the rural areas of some states, 37 per cent, 43 percent
and 8. Demographics allow geographers and government agencies to look at population data from the past and
the present to predict future trends in population growth or decline Knox, , p. As the poor people have no
assets for their economic security, the children provide security to their parents in old age. Thus the housing
problem also becomes more acute. In India during and , the percentage of deaths due to main causes in rural
areas are given in Table 8 which shows that in comparison to , the percentage of deaths due to accidents and
injuries in had increased from 6. Polluted air and filthy slums adversely affect health, reduce life expectancy
and increase infant mortality rate IMR. On the other hand, literates are those who are able to read and write in
any language. Growth rate during the decade according to census of was  They would suffer and die untimely
deaths. Lack of awareness regarding methods of family planning. In when India started economic
development through planning, the number of literate males was  People have become health conscious.


