
PHENOMENOLOGICAL RESEARCH DEFINITION

Phenomenology is an approach to qualitative research that focuses on that are then grouped to form clusters of
meaning (Creswell, ).

Heuristic process of phenomenological analysis described by Moustakas inlcudes: Immersion: the researcher
is involved in the world of the experience Incubation: a space for awareness, intuitive or tacit insights, and
understanding Illumination: active knowing process to expand the understanding of the experience
Explication: reflective actions Creative synthesis: bring together to show the patterns and relationships. You
only see or are aware of or conscious of a single perspective of a horse , and the inference that what you are
looking at is a complete horse is to transgress or transcend your immediate consciousness. There should be
two perspectives of phenomenological analysis of the perception of lived experience: from the people who are
living through the phenomenon, and from the researcher, whose has great interest in the phenomenon. The
organized quest for new knowledge and better understanding e. So , Initially I look at a house from say five
perspectives, and then I repeat the experience of looking at the house from other possible perspectives in my
imagination. Patton stated the purpose of interviewing specifically as "to find out what is in and on someone
else's mind", and that is exactly what the target of the phenomenological study focuses on, i. In order to grasp
the meanings of a person's behavior, the phenomenologist attempts to see things from that person's point of
view. Such an understanding of an object is also called horizonal understanding. All judgments are to be
suspended and the only thing to be considered is how people are experiencing the phenomenon in their
consciousness. The investigator collects data from individuals who have experienced the phenomenon under
investigation. What contexts or situation have typically influenced your experiences of the phenomenon
Creswell, ? Phenomenological studies pursue "essences", which could be created in the moments of the
analysis although the creation seems to be grounded in the data, the interpretations of the data can be beyond
the data themselves. This organized data is then to be subjected to imaginative variation. What is closer to the
truth? If I see a profile of a picture and infer from this profile the whole image , it means that I have
transcended what is given to my consciousness and I have brought my judgment , my learning from my
previous experiences to this perception. Transcendental phenomenology effectively denies the
subjective-objective distinction, and indeed, argues that positivistic 'science' deals with surface appearances
and conceals the essential nature of the world. Thus , the object of consciousness that remains same in its
different phenomenon is called the noema and the modes to access this noema are called noesis. I have
searched several definitions of phenomenology from the literature: Patton : " a phenomenological study is one
that focused on descriptions of what people experience and how it is that they experience what they
experience. Bracketing our preconceptions leaves usfree to explore all aspects of a phenomenon, including
those that everyday experience or theoretical preconception would normally disallow. Interviews usually are
very lengthy, and last for an hour or two. First, the relationship between parts of a single thing. Creswell
described the general structure of phenomenological study as follows: Introduction: problem and questions
Research procedures: phenomenological and philosophical assumptions, data collection, analysis, outcomes
Significant statements. A phenomonological method? Through this process the researcher may construct the
universal meaning of the event, situation or experience and arrive at a more profound understanding of the
phenomenon. However, Herbert Spiegelberg suggested a seven-stage phenomenological method which is
actually a prescription on observing while setting aside preconceptions. This stage, whether the contentious
sixth stage ofSpiegelberg's approach or the primary and exssential part of Husserl's transcendental
phenomenology , is the hardest to grasp as it requires a fundamental denial of all appearance and a grasp of
essence and a reconstituted of a 'pure' reinterpetation. The researcher should first look into the individual point
of view, i. This involves observing the way in which a phenomenon is constituted in consciousness; how it
takes shape. Suspending belief in the existence of phenomena. It studies consciousness. The first difference is ,
natural sciences study the world of nature , the physical nature that follows its own laws commonly known as
the laws of nature.


