
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF GREGORY EFIMOVICH RASPUTIN

Grigori Yefimovich Rasputin was a Russian mystic and self-proclaimed holy man who Whatever his reasons, Rasputin's
departure was a radical life change: he Building a makeshift chapel in Efim's root cellar â€“ Rasputin was still living
within his father's household at the time â€“ the group held secret prayer meetings there.

Yusupov accounted for their noise by explaining that his wife had a few friends over, then led his victim down
into the basement. Rasputin collapsed but was able to run out into the courtyard, where Purishkevich shot him
again. According to historian Douglas Smith, "what really happened at the Yusupov home on 17 December
will never be known". According to Douglas Smith, Purishkevich spoke openly about Rasputin's murder to
two soldiers, and to a policeman who was investigating reports of shots shortly after the event, but urged them
not to tell anyone else. She left memoirs [5] about her father, wherein she painted an almost saintly picture of
him, insisting that most of the negative stories were based on slander and the misinterpretations of facts by his
enemies. Fun Fact 8: Despite his lack of hygiene and personal manners, Rasputin developed a tremendous
following from upper-class women in Russia. After a heavy meal, complete with wine and dessert, all
supposedly heavily laced with poison, the men looked on, as amazingly, Rasputin showed no symptoms that
the poison was having an effect on him. That night, at 11 p. When Rasputin expressed an interest in going to
the front to bless the troops early in the war, the Commander-in-Chief, Grand Duke Nicholas, threatened to
hang him if he dared to show up there. Rasputin and the Fall of the Romanovs , by Colin Wilson. However,
even this is a lie. At around am, Yusupov excused himself to go upstairs, where his fellow conspirators were
waiting. Rasputin reached the pinnacle of his power at the Russian court after  He died of three gunshot
wounds, one of which was a close-range shot to his forehead. A movement even exists to seek the
canonization of Rasputin, but this has been condemned by the Moscow Patriarchate. Despite marrying and
fathering several children, Rasputin abandoned family life in search of Orthodox Christian religious devotion
and piety. Rasputin's wife, mistress, and children were not invited, [76] although his daughters met with the
Royal family at Vyrubova's home later that day. To advance his power further in the highest circles of Russian
society, Rasputin cohabited with upper-class women in exchange for granting political favors. When he did so,
Rasputin opened his eyes, grabbed Yusupov by the throat and strangled him. Rasputin was also known for his
terrible hygiene; failing to bathe or cleanse himself on a regular basis. Nicholas, anxious not to displease his
wife or endanger his son, upon whom Rasputin had an obviously beneficial effect, chose to ignore further
allegations of wrongdoing. Within two short years following his arrival in Saint Petersburg, Rasputin was
introduced to Czar Nicholas and his wife, both desperately seeking a cure for their son, Alexei, the heir to the
throne. He even traveled to Greece , where he visited the holy monks at Mount Athos , and Jerusalem.
Eventually, he became a kind of appointment secretary to the royal couple, a situation which caused
considerable resentment among the Russian nobility. Thus, he claimed that yielding to temptation and, for him
personally, this meant sex and alcohol , even for the purposes of humiliation so as to dispel the sin of vanity ,
was needed to proceed to repentance and salvation. Brocklehurst and G. Two years later, a group of nobles led
by a man named Felix Yusupov plotted to get rid of the holy man once and for all. Rasputin married Praskovia
Fyodorovna Dubrovina in , and they had three children, named Dmitri, Varvara, and Maria. His prophecy
came true 15 months later, when the czar, his wife and all of their children were murdered by assassins amidst
the Russian Revolution. The men proceeded to shoot Rasputin, who, according to legend still drew breath
after a barrage of bullets and only died after he was thrown into an ice-cold river to drown.


