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key characteristics of the reforms and their impact: Has the Cuban leadership, Cuban socialism as an inevitable
consequence of the process of economic reform. . writing critical analysis of the crisis of the economic model and
considering.

Yet hardly any of these critics have openly addressed the question of what to do with the most important part
of the Cuban economy, the larger state-owned enterprises. It heightened the political motivation and
accountability in different industry sectors, diversified and decentralized power generation, and increased
self-sufficiency in basic foodstuffs by sustainable cultivation, biotechnology, and urban agriculture. This has
led to a massive loss of water, which often spills into streets and empty lots, and to the frequently
inappropriate storage that many residents have been forced to resort to in response to the lack of water. After
the seizure of power, converting the rebel army into a more regular defense force was perhaps the easiest task.
In addition, the bureaucratic and inefficient Acopio â€” the state agency with the monopoly power to buy most
agricultural products at prices established by the government â€” has slowed agricultural production. As a
small island economy, in order to achieve minimal levels of productivity, Cuba has to produce goods at scales
larger than its national market. Seizing power A programme for seizing power necessarily carries with it the
basis of the society which will emerge after victory is won. However, there may not be any standard pure
socialist economy remaining. The Politics of a Socialist Alternative The move toward a socialist society does
not only require a program, but also a politics. But there is an alternative. It is the tightrope between market
reform and capital influence that will be crucial to the future direction of socialism in Cuba. In the meantime,
counterrevolutionary troops supported by the imperialist powers had been pushed back by the Red Army and
solidarity movements in the capitalist centers helped prevent further military incursions. It was strangled by
the brutality of the international capitalist system and the world market which demands subservience,
dependence and poverty of all movements, peoples and regimes, in the global north or south, from Havana
then to Athens or Caracas now. Like Cuba, North Korea has an almost entirely state-controlled economy, and
it has similar social programs to those of Cuba. At their request, the country provided weapons, training, and
medical care to guerilla movements in Algeria and Latin America. Important voices in the left opposition have
argued against economic growth for ecological and other reasons. Fortunately, there is a sufficient amount of
insight to satisfy almost anyone interested in understanding where Cuban society may be heading during the
next few years, and in the rich academic dialogue taking place in Cuba about how to get there. It has ranged
from providing humanitarian aid to Chile in and medical care for Chernobyl victims in the s to present-day
literacy and health campaigns by thousands of Cuban volunteer teachers, technicians, and medical staff across
the world. Cuba is renowned for its interventions abroad. To be sure, those universal subsidies unnecessarily
benefit wealthier Cubans. That potential maintains a sobering effect on government officials interested in
change. In this way it discourages accumulation, which is assumed to be the root cause of wealth imbalance
across the society. Rewarding according to labor will determine the period spanning from socialism to
communism, while under communism rewarding will be according to need. In the last analysis, as Catherine
Samary points out in Yugoslavia Dismembered , Yugoslavian self-management could not confront either the
bureaucratic plan or the market. Had it opened it up for the whole economy â€” reserving only those sectors
regarded as high social priorities, like medicine â€” the reform would increase available products and services.
Following the first U. Her essay recognizes the popular frustration with Cuban technocrats who control the
decision-making apparatus, in exact opposition to what should be the strengths of a socialist society. A
transitional economy in Cuba would therefore allow for small, productive private property. In the economic
realm, the government has implemented a modest and contradictory strategy. Later on, it would give birth to
new guerrilla columns extending outward toward the Southern Cone of Latin America, giving continuity to a
battle that would become continent-wide in scope. Goods and services are produced for their usefulness, with
the aim to eliminate the need for a demand-based market for products to be sold at a profit. Socialists viewed
this commoditization of labor as an inhuman practice, and that led to the birth of socialism and socialist
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economies across a few countries. Many of the essays discuss the relationship between the government and its
citizens in the present-day confines of Cuban-style democracy, which comes in for a great deal of scrutiny. Or
rather, how Cuba, and therefore socialism in one country, can hold up and develop against the economic,
cultural, and military encirclement of U. Meanwhile, he ordered an immediate drop in public sector energy
use, with consequent working-hour reductions for state employees, and warned of possible blackouts, raising
the specter of the dark and hungry days of the Special Period of the nineties. We thought: either the
international revolution comes to our assistance, and in that case our victory will be fully assured, or we shall
do our modest revolutionary work in the conviction that even in the event of defeat we shall have served the
cause of the revolution and that our experience will benefit other revolutions. Classical Marxist political
economy provides a model for what that possible holding pattern could be. To this end, it has to have access to
financial markets, it needs to import significant parts of the production inputs, and it has to find markets
willing to absorb the products that are exceeding national consumption. Socialist economies discourage
private ownership. Small and economical tractors, like those the Cuban government is planning to produce in
association with US capital, do still consume oil.


