
MUSIC IN OLD TIME

Old-time music is a genre of North American folk music. It developed along with various North American folk dances,
such as square dancing, clogging, and.

In dance music as played by old-time string bands, emphasis is placed on providing a strong beat, and
instrumental solos, or breaks are rarely taken. The term "old-time" With its origins in traditional music of
Europe and Africa, old-time music represents perhaps the oldest form of North American traditional music
other than Native American music, and thus the term "old-time" is an appropriate one. What is Old-Time
Music? Although it is one of the oldest and most prominent forms of traditional music in the United States and
Canada, old-time music with a few notable exceptions is generally not taught in North American primary
schools, secondary schools, or universities. One can also appreciate the inheritance which this form of music
bequeathed to later musical traditions. Although the Puritans the first Europeans to settle in the region ,
frowned upon instrumental music, dance music flourished in both urban and rural areas beginning in the
seventeenth century. An important role was played by the Library of Congress, which preserved many
musicians not deemed commercial by the record companies. It is sometimes referred to as "old-timey" or
"mountain music" by long-time practitioners. Before we had radio and phonographs, folks used the music to
entertain themselves; a lot more people played music in those days, before you could push a button and rely on
others to make it for you. The recordings became hits. Visit the Down The Road on the Blue Ridge Music
Trails Podcast Library to hear more about old time music and explore many bluegrass and old-time music
stories, performers, and traditions across the mountain and foothills counties of Western North Carolina. With
the spread of broad-band Internet, more and more old-time recordings are available via small publishers,
boutique Web sites, Internet streaming audio "Web radio" , and small Web sites making the music more
accessible. Sometimes I've answered "old- time music" but soon learned that means little to the general public,
as it could mean any kind of music that occurred before the time of our conversation. Appalachian folk music
is a distinctive genre of folk music. Individualistic three-finger styles were developed independently by such
important figures as Uncle Dave Macon , Dock Boggs , and Snuffy Jenkins. The two main strains of the music
come from the banjo, brought with many of its common playing styles from Africa by Africans, and the
fiddle, which came from western Europe, particularly Germany, Scotland and Ireland. See the notes, for
example, to the Emmett Lundy LP. The recordings became hits. As mentioned above, "fiddle tunes" form the
bulk of the old time jam repertoire, but songs may be played at some jams as well. Fiddle music in other parts
of the United States and Canada also has an old-time tradition that is less influenced by or developed
independent from the southern music, although radios and recordings have made it unlikely that any regional
tradition would remain completely free from other influences. The fiddle is sometimes played by two people
at the same time, with one player using the bow and fingers, while another player stands to the side and taps
out a rhythm on the fiddle strings using small sticks called fiddlesticks also spelled "fiddle sticks". Rafe
Stefanini and Bob Herring belong in the above list. It is likely that slaves played fiddle and banjo together
first. The banjo, originally a fretless instrument and frequently made from a gourd,[ citation needed ] played
the same melody as the fiddle though in a lower register , while simultaneously providing a rhythmic
accompaniment incorporating a high drone provided by the instrument's short "drone string. The banjo went
back to the mountains with veterans from that war. When people began to play banjos and fiddles together,
fiddle playing changed. Now that we have radio, TV, CDs, and so much electrical gadgetry this music might
seem old-fashioned. It remains the term preferred by performers and listeners of the music. While in the
British Isles reels and jigs both remain popular, the reel is by far the predominant metric structure preferred by
old-time musicians in the United States though a few hornpipes are also still performed. It is in this region that
the music of Africa mixed most strongly with that of the British Isles. In recent years, old-time music has been
the focus of popular media programs such as Garrison Keillor's public radio program A Prairie Home
Companion and the feature film by the same name. And the harmonica and autoharp. Because playing with
more fingers meant being able to put in more notes, three-finger styles intrigued many players. Even into the
early twentieth century, it was common for young white musicians to have learned the banjo or other
instruments from older African American musicians living in their area. The core instruments in an old-time
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string band are fiddle , banjo , and guitar. Will the circle be unbroken: country music in America. The New
Lost City Ramblers in particular took the revival across the country and often featured older musicians in their
show.


