
ESSAY WRITING TURN EVIDENCE INTO ANALYSIS

At the recent A2 business studies revision workshops we focused on the need for students to use independent research
evidence to help.

For each piece of evidence, tell your readers how or why it supports your overall argument. What constraints
prejudices or perspectives would make this reader able to hear or not hear certain arguments? Convince them
that your side is the best one to take. As is the case with any other type of evidence, you need to include a
citation. In general, you should have at least as much analysis as you do evidence, or your paper runs the risk
of being more summary than argument. Policy: What should we do about it? You will analyze what the author
does that works and what doesn't work to support the author's point and persuade the audience to agree. Check
out our handouts on argument and thesis statements. Fact What is "domestic violence? When you are
evaluating evidence, be critical and thorough. Provide Some Background and Context What's the situation?
Sometimes you might include graphs, charts, or tables; excerpts from an interview; or photographs or
illustrations with accompanying captions. How long should your paper be longer works may require more, or
more varied, evidence? Most often, though, your evidence will be included as text in the body of your paper as
a quotation, paraphrase, or summary. Third, the reverse outline can help you write your topic sentences: once
you have decided what you want each paragraph to be about, you can write topic sentences that explain the
topics of the paragraphs and state the relationship of each topic to the overall thesis of the paper. Make sure
you know the proper uses for the most common forms of punctuation. How important is it? Which assertions
are key to your overall argument? Paraphrase when you are supporting a particular point and need to draw on
a certain place in a text that supports your pointâ€”for example, when one paragraph in a source is especially
relevant. Using obscure language can also take away from the clarity of your argumentâ€”you should consider
this before you pull out that thesaurus to change that perfectly good word to something completely different.
Check the headlines of a newspaper, or just listen in on a conversation at Starbucks.


