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"Harrison Bergeron" is a dystopian science-fiction short story by American writer Kurt Vonnegut, first published in
October Originally published in The.

And it was easy to see that she was the strongest and most graceful of all the dancers, for her handicap bags
were as big as those worn by two-hundred pound men. He says he hardly notices the weight anymore.
Everybody must do what I say at once! Just a few. He flung away his rubber-ball nose, revealed a man that
would have awed Thor, the god of thunder. Hazel had a perfectly average intelligence, which meant she
couldn't think about anything except in short bursts. There are no handicaps for above-average intelligence
mentioned in The Sirens of Titan. Analysis "Harrison Bergeron" is one of Vonnegut's best-known short stories
not only for its interesting concept, but also because it contains a microcosm of what Vonnegut does as a
writer. In other words, Vonnegut leaves it to us to question the world, since his acceptance of it is so absurd.
Her voice was a warm, luminous, timeless melody. To eliminate any "unfair advantages", the Handicapper
General forces him to wear the most extreme handicaps reflecting his extraordinary attributes: huge earphones
and spectacles intended to make him half blind and give him tremendous headaches, disfiguring makeup in the
form of blackened teeth and a red rubber nose to mask his extraordinary looks, and so many weights to
compensate his prodigious strength that they make him look more like a junk yard than a man. The studio
ceiling was thirty feet high, but each leap brought the dancers nearer to it. Working for the television division,
Harrison becomes dissatisfied with the status quo and attempts to start another American revolution by taking
over the nation's television broadcasting. In , those who possess average intelligence are unable to think for
extended stretches of time. A few observations that make me think the story is more than its appearance: 1. He
looks like a god. Consider the absurdity of the handicapping devices. George was toying with the vague notion
that maybe dancers shouldn't be handicapped. It was then that Diana Moon Clampers, the Handicapper
General, came into the studio with a double-barreled ten-gauge shotgun. Do you hear? The dystopian society
of "Harrison Bergeron" is reminiscent of that of Vonnegut's novel The Sirens of Titan, in which a space
wanderer returns to Earth to find all people made equal through the use of "handicaps. George winced. The
method of mental handicapping to which George Bergeron must submit, a "little mental handicap radio in his
ear," is an example of a futuristic gadget 7. Hazel and George watch ballet on television. He refuses, arguing
that others might follow suit and society would hence become as competitive as it once was. It is mentioned
early on that Hazel resembles Diana, and Hazel mentions improvements she would make to Diana's handicap
regulations. The ballerina reads that since Harrison is "a genius and an athlete" and is currently
"under-handicapped," he "should be regarded as extremely dangerous"  Then he rips off all of his handicaps.
In fact, the story does not posit a utopia at all, but rather subtly warns against taking good intentions too far.
They weren't really very good-no better than anybody else would have been, anyway. The photograph of
Harrison Bergeron on the screen jumped again and again, as though dancing to the tune of an earthquake. He
comforts her and they return to their average lives. By seemingly taking for granted that the ballerina's natural
voice is "unfair," and by seeming to prefer the "uncompetitive" voice, the narrator implies that the reader
should question this situation. He urges her not to remember sad things. George Bergeron cannot use his
intelligent mind to reason or think of creative ideas. It was tuned to a government transmitter. And it was in
that clammy month that the H-G men took George and Hazel Bergeron's fourteen- year-old son, Harrison,
away. Characters[ edit ] Harrison Bergeron is the fourteen-year-old son, who is 7 feet 2. In addition to this
talent and egotism, he also possesses artistic and romantic characteristics. Diana's first and middle names are
possibly a reference to Diana , the Roman huntress, virgin goddess of the moon. In Vonnegut the profound is
wrapped in the mundane. George, who has left the room to get a beer, returns and asks Hazel why she has
been crying. Not only were the laws of the land abandoned, but the law of gravity and the laws of motion as
well. He had outgrown hindrances faster than the H-G men could think them up.


