
CONSUMERISM AND ENVIRONMENT

As Consumerism Spreads, Earth Suffers, Study Says . And how does the rising temperature affect the environment, and
our lives?.

The enormous quantities of manure produced at factory farms becomes toxic waste rather than fertilizer, and
runoff threatens nearby streams, bays, and estuaries. The richer a country is, the more its inhabitants consume.
Many of those products also come in plastic packaging or are imported from far-away countries, which
increases their carbon footprint. But because cows are relatively inefficient in converting grains into the meat
that we eat, it takes on average about 15, litres of water to produce one kilo of beef. It's different if you put the
responsibility for those impacts on the consumer, as opposed to the producer. For this reason, Ivanova says, a
significant portion of household impacts from Sweden and France come from imports 65 and 51 per cent
respectively , because the products that are imported are mostly produced with fossil fuels. Chickens at a
typical farm are kept in cages with about nine square inches about 60 square centimeters of space per bird.
Note: Content may be edited for style and length. If the average EU consumer switches away from spending
money on these manufactured products to paying for services instead, this would cut close to 12 per cent of
the EU's current household carbon footprint, Ivanova said. A good example of this, Ivanova says, is water use.
In , McDonald's announced it would stop buying eggs from suppliers who keep chickens confined in battery
cages and that are forced to lay additional eggs through starvation. To provide enough beef, chicken, and pork
to meet the demand, the livestock industry has moved to factory farming. By , the fast-food chain will require
chicken suppliers to stop giving birds antibiotics to promote growth. Richer countries, larger impacts The
researchers also looked at environmental impacts on a per-capita, country-by-country basis. Increased
consumerism evidently comes at a steep price. There is, of course, no easy solution to the problem. The World
Health Organization reports that the widespread use of these drugs in the livestock industry is helping breed
antibiotic-resistant microbes, complicating the treatment of disease in both animals and people. For years, the
streets of China's major cities were characterized by a virtual sea of people on bicycles, and 25 years ago there
were barely any private cars in China. Approximately 1. Do yourself a favor and subscribe Oakes, Miami
There is no doubt true that our overly consumerist culture is contributing to our addiction to oil and other
natural resources and the pollution of the planet and its atmosphere. Send questions to: earthtalk emagazine.
The authors call for green taxes to reflect the true environmental costs of a product , take-back programs that
require manufacturers to recycle packaging or goods, and consumer education and awareness programs.


