
AN ANALYSIS OF THE MOST IMPORTANT WORK OF OLD ENGLISH

LITERATURE IN THE ANGLO SAXON EPIC BEOWULF

Beowulf is an Old English epic poem consisting of 3, alliterative lines. It is one of the most important works of Old
English literature. Although Beowulf himself is not mentioned in any other Anglo-Saxon manuscript, scholars . An
analysis of several Old English poems by a team including Neidorf suggests that Beowulf.

XV Beowulf survives in a single manuscript dated on palaeographical grounds to the late 10th or early 11th
century. For instance: Lade ne letton. The younger boys looked up to either their father that was a warrior or
another warrior. Although these mead-halls offered sanctuary, the early Middle Ages were a dangerous time,
and the paranoid sense of foreboding and doom that runs throughout Beowulf evidences the constant fear of
invasion that plagued Scandinavian society. Tolkien is credited with creating a movement to look at Old
English as a subject of literary theory in his seminal lecture Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics  It was not
until the nineteenth century that widespread interest in the document emerged among scholars and translators
of Old English. It originated as a pagan saga transmitted orally from one generation to the next; court poets
known as scops were the bearers of tribal history and tradition. On the one hand some scholars have said that
this is the result of a transcription made by some monks where they added the christian elements, on the other
hand it is believed that the poem was written in a period in which the Anglo-Saxons were being converted
from their worship of Germanic Pagan. It is considered one of the finest, but both the beginning and end are
missing and the only manuscript was destroyed in a fire in  Augustine; and identifying the regional dialects
used: Northumbrian, Mercian, Kentish, West Saxon the latter being the main dialect. Andreas is 1, lines long
and is the closest of the surviving Old English poems to Beowulf in style and tone. During the Reformation,
when monastic libraries were dispersed, the manuscripts were collected by antiquarians and scholars. The
longest is Christ and Satan in the Junius manuscript, it deals with the conflict between Christ and Satan during
the forty days in the desert. Christ was on the cross. Although he is described as greater and stronger than
anyone anywhere in the world, and clearly commands immediate respect and attention, he is also portrayed as
courteous, patient and diplomatic in his manner, and lacks the brusqueness and coldness of a superior and
hubristic hero. This is a particular feature of Anglo-Saxon verse style, and is a consequence both of its
structure and of the rapidity with which images are deployed, to be unable to effectively support the expanded
simile. As in the earlier classical epic poems of Greece and Rome, the characters are generally presented in
realistic fashion, but also from time to time as the poet considers they ought to be. A stylistic feature in this
heroic poetry is the kenning, a figurative phrase, often a metaphorical compound, used as a synonym for a
simple noun, e. Lines are conventionally end-stopped and unrhymed. The longest is a 10th century translation
of Boethius' Consolation of Philosophy contained in the Cotton manuscript. Lade, letton, leoht, and eastan are
the four stressed words. Old English literature has had an influence on modern literature. The Nowell Codex
contains a Biblical poetic paraphrase, which appears right after Beowulf, called Judith, a retelling of the story
of Judith. Grendel's mother pulls him in, and she and Beowulf engage in fierce combat. Later in his life,
Beowulf becomes king of the Geats, and finds his realm terrorized by a dragon , some of whose treasure had
been stolen from his hoard in a burial mound. Courage is certainly a trait which every hero must possess,
particularly because no one wants a hero who is a coward. Scholarly discussion about Beowulf in the context
of the oral tradition was extremely active throughout the s and s. This can be contrasted sharply with the
strong and extensive dependence that Anglo-Saxon poetry has upon metaphor , particularly that afforded by
the use of kennings. Their only uniting factor was a collective fear of invasion from foreign enemies which
would usually result in massive bloodshed and slaughter. In the way that it is currently bound, the Beowulf
manuscript is followed by the Old English poem Judith. Christian poems In addition to Biblical paraphrases
are a number of original religious poems, mostly lyrical non-narrative. Old English began, in written form, as
a practical necessity in the aftermath of the Danish invasionsâ€”church officials were concerned that because
of the drop in Latin literacy no one could read their work. Any of the stressed syllables may alliterate except
the last syllable; so the first and second syllables may alliterate with the third together, or the first and third
may alliterate alone, or the second and third may alliterate alone. Beowulf can be viewed as the standard
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courageous hero. While the recovery of at least letters can be attributed to them, their accuracy has been called
into question, [c] and the extent to which the manuscript was actually more readable in Thorkelin's time is
uncertain. Some of these secondary characters are almost as noble and courageous as Beowulf himself, while
others are lowly cowards. Also contained in Nowell is Alexander's Letter to Aristotle. Upon arrival he is led to
Heorot, the mead hall where Grendel does a lot of his killings. This poet finds little glory in bravery for
bravery's sake. The story is set in Scandinavia, in Sweden and Denmark , and the tale likewise probably is of
Scandinavian origin. The third manuscript is called the Vercelli Book, a mix of poetry and prose; how it came
to be in Vercelli, Italy, no one knows, and is a matter of debate. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle contains various
heroic poems inserted throughout. These are important in helping historians understand the Beowulf
manuscript, as possible source-texts or influences would suggest time-frames of composition, geographic
boundaries within which it could be composed, or range both spatial and temporal of influence i. The events in
the poem take place over most of the sixth century, after the Anglo-Saxons had started migrating to England
and before the beginning of the seventh century, a time when the Anglo-Saxons were either newly arrived or
were still in close contact with their Germanic kinsmen in Northern Germany and southern Scandinavia.


