
THE PRESIDENCY OF FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT

Franklin Delano Roosevelt often referred to by the initials FDR, was an American statesman and political leader who
served as the 32nd president of the United.

The home was owned by Sara Roosevelt until her death in and was very much her home as well. In the
summer of , when he was 39, disaster hit-he was stricken with poliomyelitis. He took up golf in his teen years,
becoming a skilled long hitter. They lost to Warren G Harding. During this time, Roosevelt promoted the
formation of the United Nations. The experience was a difficult one for him, as he did not fit in with the other
students. Soon after this he introduced legislation to the Congress called the Lend-Lease Act. In he was elected
governor of New York, a triumphant return to political office. Despite his efforts, he never regained the use of
his legs. Germany captured France by the end of June , and Roosevelt persuaded Congress to provide more
support for Britain, now left to combat the Nazi menace on its own. Soon America's factories were again
humming, and war materials flowed to the Allies in huge numbers. But his wife Eleanor and political
confidante Louis Howe encouraged him to continue on. He became President in March of at one of the worst
points of the Great Depression. But FDR faced criticism for increased government spending, unbalanced
budgets and what some perceived as a move toward socialism. Yalta Conference and Franklin D. For the rest
of his life, he was unable to walk without assistance. FDR's sudden death shook the American public to its
core. At the same time, Allied forces rolled back Japan in Asia and the eastern Pacific. He ran as a Democrat
in a district that had voted Republican for the past 32 years. His opponents criticized his physical limitations,
but he used his powers of persuasion and charm. The National Industrial Recovery Act NIRA was passed to
stabilized industry by eliminating cutthroat practices, maintaining prices, and promoting labor unionization.
As governor, FDR believed in progressive government and instituted a number of new social programs. The
following is a list of some of the "firsts" achieved by women during the administrations of Franklin D. On the
eve of his inauguration he inspired confidence with the people when he told them " The only thing we have to
fear is fear itself. In he was the Vice Presidential candidate on a ticket with James Cox. She offered him a
divorce; he refused and promised never to see Mercer again a promise he would break in the s. O'Gorman , a
highly regarded judge who Roosevelt found acceptable, and O'Gorman won the election in late March. Many
in Congress, including some Democrats, rejected the idea. Roosevelt was an attractive recruit for the party
because Theodore Roosevelt was still one of the country's most prominent politicians, and a Democratic
Roosevelt was good publicity; the candidate could also pay for his own campaign. The New Deal did this to a
remarkable degree. Under this act, the Allied countries could trade leased foreign bases for supplies and ships
under a cash and carry arrangement that would have materials delivered to their ports by American ships.
Roosevelt is regarded as one of the greatest presidents ever to lead the nation: His name is routinely mentioned
alongside those of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. The stress of World War II had taken its toll on
his health, and in March, , hospital tests indicated he had atherosclerosis, coronary artery disease and
congestive heart failure. He specialized in business operations, working with Congress to get budgets
approved and systems modernized, and he founded the U. Start Your Free Trial Today Early political
activities Motivated by his cousin Theodore, who continued to urge young men of privileged backgrounds to
enter public service, Roosevelt looked for an opportunity to launch a career in politics. Court of Tax Appeals.
He was only an average student, but during his senior year was the editor of the elite Harvard Crimson the
student paper.


