
HOW TO WRITE A GOOD COMMON APPLICATION ESSAY

Strategy for Writing the Common App Essays these Core Four questions that all good Common App essays should
answer.

On the first day, the business brought in only twenty dollars. What was the outcome? There are times in life
when your foundation is uprooted. If your essay could fit under more than one option, it really doesn't matter
which one you choose. This option was entirely new in , and it's a wonderfully broad prompt. Describe a
problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. Organize Your Essay. In short, use your essays to
showcase a side of you not visible from other parts of the application. For example, if you care deeply about
drug education because of a past experience with a friend or family member, you could outline a plan to bring
young-adult speakers to your school to positively influence your peers and stress the real dangers of drugs. But
beware. Tell the story of the day that happened, and of the day you decided to quit. As I delve into the
narrative with a sip of sweet tea, I feel at home. Throughout the next year, I guided my Chinese team-only one
of three that existed in the country-with the help of social media. In many cases, the exploration of your
thought processes and decision-making is more important than the actual outcome or concept in question.
Essays written for this prompt still need to have substance and tell your reader something about you. What are
these mystical college essays, anyway? Should I just make something up? All those essays, all those forms, all
those questions? I worried others would judge me as too girlish and less competent compared to friends who
wanted to work at the UN in foreign affairs or police the internet to crack down on hackers. My cosmetic
collection was a dependable companion - rather than hiding it away, I decided instead to learn more about
cosmetics, and to explore. Take some time to think about what is being asked and let it really sink in before
you let the ideas flow. Some students achieve entertainment value by being controversial. My 15 years in
Mexico forged part of my culture that I just cannot live without. They are interested in your personal qualities
such as leadership, confidence, ability to work in a team, strength of character, resilience, sense of humor,
ability to get along with others and what you might add to the campus community. An example of this could
be the meaning of becoming an Eagle Scout to you, the accomplishment of being elected to Senior
Leadership, or completing a Confirmation. My mother remains a guiding force in my life, but the feeling of
empowerment I discovered within myself is the ultimate form of my independence. I was no longer socially
awkward.


