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According to Elliot and Murayama , this practice is particularly important because goals should correlate with
one another and students likely possess multiple goals for the same task. Their study, however, did not
explicitly test the role of achievement goals in writing, and to our knowledge, such an explicit test has not yet
been conducted. Results from Study 2 revealed a good fit between a model depicting proposed relationships
among the constructs and the data. Syntactic knowledge establishes coherence and cohesion in writing
Langacker, , ; Evans and Green, , supports higher-order writing processes, and by extension affects writing
performance Pajares, , ; Halliday and Hasan, ; Halliday and Matthiessen, ; Myhill,  Their needs as a writer,
reader, or thinker on future assignments. Just as athletes watch videotapes of previous games, students should
reread past essays. A given writer's self-efficacy may vary widely across specific domains e. The researchers
reviewed existing achievement goal scales to help generate items suitable for each subscale Miller et al. When
responding in this manner, your comments are more descriptive. In the first study, middle school students
completed the WAGS. Numerous studies support the common experience that writing is a taxing cognitive
activity that can engender frustration and negative affect Zimmerman and Kitsantas, ; Pajares et al. The
present studies Two coordinated studies were conducted as part of a large-scale assessment of elementary
school, middle school, high school, and college students' motivation and beliefs about writing.
Mastery-oriented students focus on learning for its own sake, on attaining deep understanding, and for their
self-improvement. There is also evidence to support the mediating role of achievement goals and self-efficacy
on academic performance. A confirmatory factor analysis revealed a good fit for this data with a three-factor
model that corresponds with mastery, performance approach, and performance avoidance goals. To improve
students' achievement, these studies suggest, instruction should help them set specific and challenging goals
and provide them with accurate and relevant progress-related feedback e. Elliot et al. Learners, in this view,
seek either to obtain an optimal outcome or to preclude a negative one. Approximately 6 weeks later, students
completed a statewide writing assessment. I often write such notes as "Good idea but you lost me halfway
through, Maria" or "I'm not sure how this relates to the previous paragraph, Dion. The use, distribution or
reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original author s or licensor are credited and that the
original publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. Learners'
self-efficacy for goal-relevant tasks influences, and is influenced by, the achievement goals that frame those
tasks Pajares et al. Because ideational fluency is central to writing performance, it affects writers' perceptions
of their own writing competence Hupet et al. Researchers continue to advance the field under one of two broad
headings: goal theory and goal orientation. The writing domain, then, likely shapes achievement goals and
self-efficacy to mediate writing performance. Students who endorse mastery goals generally demonstrate high
self-efficacy, although the relationship between performance goals and self-efficacy is less clear Pajares et al.


